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Note: Narrative histories are "evergreen' documents - constantly growing with additions, 
updates, corrections... Please email cousin@choatesofthesouth.org if you have any data/

information to add or correct.   
*Original primary source documents are digitized and can be viewed on the web site. 

Christopher [b.1642] 
 Christopher [b.1642] Choate  is documented to have immigrated from England as an indentured servant 1

to the Province of Maryland in 1676 . He is identified by researchers as the progenitor of the “Choates of the 2

South”. It is hard to imagine the true reasons why a man of 34 would be inspired or compelled to leave the Old 
World for the New World. Indentured servants were typically bound for a period of 4-7 years after which they 
became “freemen” and then had the opportunity for upward mobility in the Province. 

 There is conjecture that Christopher [b.1642] was born in Rivenhall Parish, Essex County, England 
(approx. 35 miles NE of London) and is one of the children of Christopher Choate and Jane (buried: 10 Nov 
1667) who resided there. Their children (baptism) were: Edward (29 Apr 1639), Christopher (4 Sep 1642), and 
John (3 Nov 1644, d. 15 Aug 1717).  3

 Christopher [b.1642] completed his indentured service and became a “freeman” before 1681. His 
“freeman” status allowed him to survey 11 acres of land, “Chootes His Chance,” in April 1681. This land on the 
southside of the Magothy River is probably where he worked and lived. The Provincial General Assembly paid 
him 174 pounds of tobacco for work, services, or other reasons in November 1681. Christopher [b.1642] died 
before 16 November 1692 when an appraisement of his estate was made. 

There is no record of Christopher [b.1642] marrying and the name of his wife is not known. He does appear to 
have two known sons. A count of orphans in 1706 listed a guardian for “one of Chr Choats” and again in 1706 
two Choates, Christopher [b.~1685] as head of household and Edward [b.~1686], appear for the first time together 
on a tax list indicating that Christopher has turned 21 and Edward is more than 16. It is assumed these two boys 
are the second generation of "Choates of the South”.  

Figure 1 - 1676 Cheseapeake Bay   4

Christopher [b.1642] “Chotte” was one of thirty persons transported by Captain John Boddy, Commander 
of the "Cecilous" which arrived in Maryland on or before 15 April 1676. *   An Atlantic crossing from London 5

could take from 50 to 125 days. The "Cecilous" was owned by Cecilius (Cecil) Calvert and is believed to have set 
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sail from London. Cecil Calvert was the firstborn son and heir of Sir George Calvert, 1st Baron Baltimore, 8th 
Proprietary Governor of Newfoundland.  6

  
Crown or Royal colonies were property of the king and ruled by a governor appointed by the king. 

Maryland was a Proprietary Colony were land was granted from the king to an individual or company (group of 
individuals). These grants gave the proprietor the rights to establish a colony but also required the proprietor to 
provide the costs of settlement. The proprietor could appoint managing officials, create courts, make laws, raise 
and command militia, and establish churches, ports, and towns. Proprietors recovered their costs plus profit by 
collecting “quitrents” —annual land fees/taxes— from the settlers who had acquired land in the province/colony. 

The Calverts, and other colonizers, had to encourage immigration in order to expand the colony and make 
it prosper. Wealth creation was based on exports, mainly tobacco. One of the main obstacles to immigration was 
the high cost of transportation. Plantation labor was essential for economic survival and growth, so incentives 
were provided for planters to import workers and for workers to eventually become landowners - Indentured 
Servitude. The Calvert’s “headright’ system provided that for each laborer (head) brought across the Atlantic, the 
master was rewarded with the rights to 50 acres of land and the services of the worker for the duration of the 
indenture. The servant would be supplied room and board while working on the master's property. Upon 
completion of an indenture contract, the servant would receive "freedom dues" as specified in the contract which 
might include land, money, tools, clothes... Once a “freeman” the former servant had the opportunity for upward 
mobility in the colony. 

Transportation costs were provided by the planter and/or the ship’s company. The indentured servant 
would be contractually required to work for typically 4-7 years. These contracts (indentures) with associated land 
(headrights) were sold/traded by the transport agent to the highest bidder upon arrival. Prices paid for indentured 
servants varied depending on age and skills. Some indentured servants had a trade (e.g., bricklayer, joiner, 
carpenter, plasterer, cobbler, cooper, baker, potter, smithy...) making them more valuable than a field laborer. 
Female indentured servants performed domestic chores like laundry, sewing, and housekeeping. However, labor-
intensive tobacco was what Maryland had to offer the world and no matter what the skill or trade tobacco farming 
was usually part or all of indentured servant work. 

Indentured servants consisted of adventurous “willing migrants” who wanted to start a new life in the 
New World, “unwilling migrants” who needed to escape poverty, religious persecution or forced by other reasons. 
Some individuals chose indentureship rather than prison. Maryland outlawed the immigration of prisoners in 
1676. The year Christopher [b.1642] arrived. Why Christopher [b.1642] alone at age 34 would be inspired or 
compelled to leave England and start a new life is unknown. Maybe, he lost his family in "The Great Plague of 
1665"? The Plague began in February and peaked in September 1665 killing over 100,000 Londoners (20% of the 
population) in its first year and continued at a much lower pace until 1679. Maybe the "Great Fire" which began 2 
September 1666 and lasted for four+ days, destroying 52 livery companies (trade, craft and profession halls), and 
making 100,000 Londoners homeless drove him to travel? 

It has been estimated that indentured servants comprised almost eighty per cent of the total British and 
continental immigration to America until the start of the Revolution. Only about 40 percent of indentured servants 
lived to complete the terms of their contracts. Hard labor combined with malaria, dysentery, typhoid, and other 
diseases took a heavy toll. During the time of indentureship the servant was considered his master’s personal 
property and their contract could be inherited or sold. Indentured servants had few rights, they could not vote, 
they were not allowed to marry or to leave their houses and travel without permission. They were not allowed to 
buy or sell anything. 
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The record *  of Christopher’s [b.1642] arrival in the Province of Maryland reads:    7

      
Christopher [b.1642] may have disembarked at Saint Mary’s the largest settlement and the Capital of the 

Province of Maryland. He was one of 16 persons from the "Cecilius" assigned to John Welsh the owner of 
“Burrage, Burrage Blossom, and Burrage End” a large plantation on the Northeast branch of Herring Creek (near 
present day Herrington in Figure 1) which was bought from John Burrage 9 Dec 1668 for 4,000 pounds of 
marketable casque tobacco. Herrington was a tobacco shipping port established by the Maryland Assembly in 
1669 to control imported and exported goods. It also was home to many Quakers. This plantation was about 40 
miles from Saint Mary’s. Welsh obtained an additional 800 acres of land with the assignment of Christopher [b.
1642] and the other 15 newly arrived indentured servants. Herring Creek is likely where Christopher [b.1642] first 
settled and worked. 
     

When Christopher [1645] arrived the Province of Maryland, which was nearly twice as large as the 
current State. The Province was inhabited by less than 18,000 with only about 7,000 tithable (i.e., tax payers – 
basically males over the age of 16). The population of the colony is estimated at 4,500 in 1650, 13,200 in 1670 
and 24,000 in 1690.  Men out numbered women by roughly six to one, in the 1630s and 1640s. The ratio 8

improved throughout the end of the seventeenth century as two or three men immigrated to the colony for every 
female. By the first decade of the eighteenth century there were about three men for every two women. The 
mid-1600s colonial population of Maryland were not in the majority native born, but the result of immigration. In 
the 1710s there were about 17,474 women to 26,209 men in the colony, many of them native-born. Roughly 85 
percent of all female immigrants were indentured servants who could not marry or have children until completing 
their indenture contract or unless the interested male was willing and able to buy the woman’s contract. A woman 
who became pregnant as an indentured servant often had additional years tacked on to the end of her service time. 

Christopher [b.1642] as an indentured servant in the Province would have been at the bottom level of 
society having neither freedom or capital. The terms of Christopher's [1645] contract are not know but he was 
apparently a “freeman” (i.e., qualified to own land) by 1681. This was only five years after his arrival plus he had 
the means to pay for the official survey of 11 acres that was recorded in August 1681. *   This was atypical in two 9

ways: freeman usually worked as tenant farmers for a few years after their contract to acquire capital to purchase 
property and typically acquired 50 acres (a headright) or more.  10
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Richd Benton         Tho Yeasley          Mary Smith          Ann Wilson R. Hulbert 
Chr. Chotte        16 afod    Hastings Pitts      John Lewis           Richd Chandler Frances 
Ann Wheener    to WelsH  John Willoby       James Pauley       Sarah Clary                Beatsone 
Henry Parsons     John Paeston       Geo. Garrish        Ann Glover 
Jn. Farebrother     Jona England        Tho. Fisher          Robt. Owings 
James Barnes    John Hawkins        Don Chipman       Geo Olaroc 
Robert Hilton    Tho: Fuller           Tho: Pickasgill     Hen. Oswaid 
       15th. April 1676 In all thirty transported at the charge of Capt. John Boddy  
       Commander of the good ship Cecilous, the rights due being this day proved before 
     me by the same body.            Ch. Baltimore 
     On the backside of the aforegoing list of rights was written: 
     Know all men by these presents That I do assign over, unto John Welsh  
     of Ann Arundel County sixteen of these within specified rights, which 
     are thirty in all as witness my hand June 24th 1776         John Boddy 
     16th August 1676 Warrant then granted to John Welsh of Ann Arundel County 
     for eight hundred acres of land due him by the above af from John Boddy 
     Warrant then Granted to John Boddy for seven hundred acres of land due him 
      for transporting the fourteen last named persons into this province to inhabite
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Christopher's [b.1642] land was called "Chootes his Chance". It was located on the south side of the 
Magothy River. His land was triangular in shape and it ran WSW from the Little Piney Creek Point about 1,650 
feet (1/3 mile) to the head of a creek, then about 900 feet to the mouth of the creek back on the river and then back 
to the initial point. The exact location is not known, but it roughly approximates Olmstead Point. (See 1642 
Choates His Chance document at choatesofthesouth.org for speculation as to the location.)  The river was 
originally called "Magoty River" or "Maggotty River", possibly for the mosquitoes in the area. The Magothy 
River is located between the Severn and Patapsco rivers, 20+ miles north of Herring Bay. The river is not shown 
on the above map probably because the mouth was overgrown with water plants. These 11 acres were part of a 
1,000 acre grant to Col. Thomas Tailor, who assigned the land to Henry Horsley, who in turn assigned it to 
Christopher.   The right to land (i.e., the reward for transporting oneself or others) was not the same as owning 11

land. Between proving your right and owning were three steps: a warrant for a survey; a surveyor's certificate of 
survey; and a patent (deed) to the land surveyed. Each step cost money and time. Many planters/settlers were 
hard-pressed to pay for things they needed (e.g., tools, livestock, ...) and they assigned (i.e., sold) their rights to 
land. A common clause in the warrant step precluded the staking of a claim to land previously surveyed. This 
allowed the warrant holder to work the land without paying quitrent. Once patented the owner would owe 
quitrents from the time of the survey. The patent for "Choate's His Chance" has not been found. 

 The early colonial expansion followed the coastline and waterways. There were no inland roads. There 
were a few well travelled long indian paths and many footpaths between plantations but most transportation of 
people, crops, and goods was on water. The shoreline, as shown in the Figure 1 map, consisted of large 
plantations. Merchant vessels moved along the bay picking up hogsheads of tobacco from plantation docks and 
selling supplies. "Choate's His Chance" was a desirable location since the river not only provided sustenance 
(oysters, fish, and water fowl) but an all important means of transportation.  

Six months after Christopher [b.1642] surveyed his land “An act for payt & Assessmt of the publicke 
charge of this province" *  in Nov 1681 paid him 174 pounds of tobacco. What goods and services or other 12

reasons Christopher [b.1642] or the other 421 recipients provided in not known. 

Tobacco was a major medium of exchange (currency) at that time. “Tabacco is the currant Coyn of Mary-
land and will sooner purchase Commodities from the merchant, then money.” - George Alsop 1666 

 Maryland was heavily forested in early colonial times. Christopher [b.1642] probably constructed a 
simple one-room log cabin  on "Choate's His Chance". Typical construction would include a dirt or log floor on 13

dry-stacked rocks or a log sill. The roof could be made of planks, logs, or marsh-grass/reeds (thatch). Window 
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By vertue of a wart granted to Coll Thomas Tailor of Ann Arrundell County for One 
Thousand Acres of land bearing date the thirtieth day of April One Thousand Six 
Hundred Eighty One which said wart was assigned by the said Tailor unto Henry  
Horsley of the said County by the said Horsley Eleven acres wart thereof was 

assigned to Christopher Chootes of the said County as appears these evertherefore in 
humble maner to certifie that I George Yale deputy Sur under Vincent Lowe Esq Sur 
Genl have laid out for the said Choote a parcell of land called Chootes his Chance lying 
in the said County on the South Side of Magaty River begining at a bounded red oak 
standing on a point called Litte piney creek point and turning for length West South 

West with the line of the land called litte piney Neck One hundred perches to a bounded 
red Oak standing at the head of a creek called litte piney neck creek and bounding on 

the said Creek fifty five perches to a bounded Cedar standing at the mouth of the said 
Creek then bounding on the said River to the first bounded Tree Containing enow laid 
out for Eleven Acres of land more or less to be held of the Mannor of Ann Arrundell 

        Puie Geo. Yale Dty Surveyor

 ...“for the Public Good”...  “paid to those psons to whom the same is due”...... “Chr. Chott one 
hundred seauenty ffour pds of Tob,... pounds of tobacco”.....



www.
ch

oa
tes

oft
he

so
uth

.or
g

glass was available but typically imported and expensive. A stone fireplace for cooking and heat would occupy 
one wall. Lime from oyster shells could be used for chimney work and clinker between logs. Clear-cutting and 
rock-clearing required intensive manual labor to develop farming fields. Tobacco was a cash crop, an actual form 
of currency and it was grown "…because no other colonial crop made such efficient use of cleared lands, 
provided as great a return for the labor, and could be as easily marketed."  Nearly all colonists grew tobacco. 14

However, it was very labor intensive in terms of ground preparation, tending, and the required skill of determining 
when to harvest, cure, and pack. A single person could not cultivate more than 3 or 4 acres which would yield 
300-400 pounds per acre. Tobacco depletes the soil rapidly, crop rotation was not practiced and constant clearing 
of new more fertile land was required. A tobacco hogshead (barrel) was used to transport and store tobacco. A 
hogshead measured 48 inches long and 30 inches in diameter at the head. It held at least 145 US gallons, 
depending on the width in the middle, and fully packed with tobacco could weighed about 1,000 pounds. 

Christopher [b.1642] was fortunate that in spite of there being 2 men for every female and he being old 
(about 40) by the mid-1680s he appears to have had a wife and children. Records indicate that there were two 
young Choate males. "A true account of all ye orphens with ye names of their Guardians in West River Hundred 
(viz)... Edward Parish ...one of Chr Choats…" *  in June 1706 -- Also in 1706 a Christopher [b.~1685] as head of 15

household and Edward [b.~1686] Choate appear together for the first time on the Tax List 115, Upper Part, 
Northside Patapsco. Indicating that Christopher has turned 21 and Edward is more than 16. The ages and names 
are strong indicators that they are likely the children of Christopher [b.1642]. 

 
 Christopher [b.1642] died sometime in 1692, 25 years after arriving in the Province, at the age of 50 
years. He left no known will. However, an appraisement of his estate was made.  The appraisement and acreage 16

indicate that Christopher [b.1642] led a simple life and probably worked his land by himself or with the help of 
his wife and very young boys. He grew tobacco as a cash crop on this property as well as corn and other food for 
his table. He raised pigs and had a gun to hunt. It is not known if Christopher [b.1642] had a trade to supplement 
his farming income. The value of 600 pounds of tobacco  was about 0.8 pence per pound or 02-10-00 . This 17 18

appraisement, a little over seven pounds, was small. However, he probably "fared no worse than the bulk of their 
compatriots and probably better than if he had stayed in England.”  19

 Then, five months after the appraisement, in Ann Arundel County Court records 28 April 1693 a bond of 
administration is placed on his estate. *   When a person died without a will (intestate) the court would appoint 20

an administrator to inventory and value the estate (non-land) and then distribute it to the heirs. Administration was 
normally given to the widow.  If she declined, the court would appoint another.  The administrator was required to 
post a bond as a guarantee both to the management and preservation of the estate and to its distribution according 
to the laws of succession. 
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An apraisment of Goods by order of warrent by Walter Carr and John Norris belonging to Christopher 
Chote lately deceased was appraised the 19th.of Nov.1692 
 8 bbls. corn @ .06 per bbl.    02-12-00     pounds-shillings-pence 
 1 sow, 6 shoates     00-16-00 
 1 shoate      00-06-00 
 1 pot, 1 fry pan, 2 piggins)          pigkin - small pitcher 
 1 pr. flesh forks, 1 gridiron)   00-06-00 
 1 pr. plain shoes, 1 red wastcoat) 
 1 bagg, 2 scissors, 1 axe, 1 hatchet, 1 hamer)  00-06-00 
 5 trayes       00-01-06 
 3 runletts      00-04-00    rundlet - cask ~ 1/3 hogshead 
 3 old tubs      00-02-00 
 1 gun, 1 raxe, 1 old cutting knife   00-06-00 

     05-02-06 
600 lbs. tobacco     

Signed 
     Walter Carr 
     John Norris 
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Typical of this time, after paying debts and funeral expenses, a widow with two children would receive a 
third of the appraised estate and the children the remainder equally divided. The 11 acres of land assigned to 
Christopher [b.1642] would be inherited by his eldest son. A "Relief" (i.e., fine) equal to one years quitrent had to 
be paid before ownership could pass to the heir.  What happened to the "Choate's His Chance" property and its 21

value is unknown.  

The widow would have a lifetime interest in the land but not ownership. She could rent and share in 
profits from the land but could not sell it. What became of Christopher’s [b.1642] widow is unknown.  It was 
typically that the widow would insure her children were cared for and taught how to earn a living. On the death of 
their father the two boys by law become “orphans” and were appointed guardians. The guardian did not have 
custody of the children. His responsibility was to preserve their estate. The widow probably found a new husband 
or had relatives that would take her and two boys capable of plantation work.  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Court ...held at St.  Maries the 25thday of April Anno Dieo 1693...  
 Christopher Shoates Intestutly ...... 
 as also Richd Gisst bond for Administration Christopher Shoates Estate...



 In the 17th Century and later several spellings of the Choate (Chotte/Chote/Choote/Choak/Chotle/Shoates…) name are 1

encountered and are correct. It should be remembered that most people in these early days were illiterate and could not 
recognize their written name.  Those responsible for writing documents based names on the sound (i.e., the spoken name) and 
not necessarily on a known spelling.

 The dates on English colonial documents prior to 1752 are from the Julian calendar. The Julian new year began on the 25th 2

of March. Hence, Oct, Nov, and Dec of 1700 come before Jan, Feb, and most of March 1700. The Julian calendar was used in 
England and it’s colonies until 1752 when it was replaced with our current Gregorian calendar. This transition makes dating 
events around the 1750s a challenge. Officially the Julian calendar was adjusted as follows: 24 Mar 1750 was followed by 25 
Mar 1751 (which was normal), then 31 Dec 1751 was followed by 1 Jan 1752 (1751 only had ~ 9 months), and then 2 Sept 
1752 was followed by 14 Sep 1752 (removing 11 days to match the Gregorian calendar).

 Choates of the South -- Newsletter #1, Sept 1988, Irene Choate Williams, section 2, page 3 (These newsletters are posted on 3

the site under documents).      NOTE: This family is commonly recognized as that of Christopher [b.1642] since his sons are 
named after his father and oldest brother. The father is listed as “Christopher Chote cooke” indicating a trade. Christopher[b.
1642] may also have been trained as a cook and that might provide some explanation as to his age at immigration being older 
than typical labor apprenticed indentured servants.  
The original document needs to be located, digitized, and posted to choatesofthesouth.org.

 Chesapeake Bay portion of “A Map of Virginia and Maryland, sold by Thomas Basset in Fleet Street and Richard Chiswell 4

in St Pauls Church Yard.” by J. Speed 1676

 Maryland Hall of Records (MHR) - Books of Patents, Liber 15, folio 369 and 370 5

Also: www. choatesofthesouth.org under Documents "1642_Christopher_Arrival "

 Sir George Calvert  (1579–15 April 1632) was very successful as a Member of Parliament and Secretary of State under King 6

James I (r. 1603-1625). He had a keen interest in the colonization of the New World for commercial reasons and to create a refuge for 
English Catholics. He was the proprietor of Avalon, a settlement in Newfoundland. Discouraged by Avalon’s climate and the sufferings of 
the settlers, Calvert looked for more suitable land further south. 
 King Charles I (r. 1625-1649) granted title to 10-12 million acres of American land on June 20, 1632 to Sir George Calvert 
(nearly twice the size of the current State). Sir George Calvert died five weeks before the new charter was sealed. Cecil, his oldest son,  (8 
Aug 1605 - 30 Nov 1675) inherited the title 2nd Baron Baltimore, Irish estates, and the American land from his father. Sir George Calvert 
originally wanted to name his land Crescentia. King Charles I, however, insisted that it be named after his wife, Queen Henrietta Maria. It 
is possible that the original land name was intended to be version of ... Maria's Land, or Marieland, which was "colonized" to Maryland. 

Cecil Calvert was raised a Catholic, attended Trinity College, Oxford, as did his father. He married the Catholic Anne Arundell 
(d. 1649) in 1628. He served as the designer and 1st Lord Proprietor of the Province of Maryland from 1632-1675. He never sailed to 
America, but he skillfully preserved his charter rights from enemies over the course of several decades, established the Maryland colony on 
a sound and prosperous footing to the depletion of his personal fortune, and promoted religious toleration for all Christians living in his 
colony. His son Charles Calvert (1637-1715) served as Governor of Maryland from 1661 to 1675 and as 2nd Lord Proprietor and 3rd Lord 
Baltimore from 1675 to 1715. 

Leonard Calvert, the brother of Cecil Calvert and second son of Sir George Calvert, sailed from Cowes, England with two ships, 
the Ark and the Dove on November 22, 1633. With him on this voyage was his brother, George (third son of Sir George Calvert), and over 
140 colonists consisting of about seventeen gentlemen-investors who were mostly Catholic, about thirty freemen, and about eighty 
indentured servants who were mostly Protestant. The expedition also included two Africans who boarded the ship in the Caribbean, 
presumably as indentured servants. The Calvert's gave at least 2,000 acres to investors who paid the way of five or more servants, and they 
gave 100 acres to freemen who paid their own way. The colonists arrived at St. Clements Island, in Maryland, and went ashore on March 
25, 1634.  It was here that Leonard took "solemn possession of the Country for our Saviour and for our Sovereign Lord the King of 
England." One month later, Leonard established the seat of government at St. Mary's City. Leonard addressed himself as governor based on 
instructions he had received on November 15, 1633 from Cecil which also gave him the authority to appoint two commissioners to assist 
him. He was further instructed to give no offense to the Protestant members of the colony, and to develop friendly relations with Virginia. 

In 1649 the Calvert's made the most of their settlers' religious diversity promoting an Act of Religious Toleration to encourage 
more settlers. It was one of the first such acts in the history of Christianity.

 Maryland Hall of Records (MHR) - Books of Patents, Liber 15, folio 369 and 370 7

Also: www. choatesofthesouth.org under Documents "1642_Christopher_Arrival "

 Bureau of the US Census, 1998 World Almanac and Book of facts, page 3788

 MHR Land Office, Patent Records, S11-2S, Liber 21, folio 352, Folder 1679-1683, Location 1/23/1/26. This is also 9

reference in Newsletter #11 by Irene Choate Williams as Liber W G N folio 191 MD Patents & Warrants   
Note: This document posted is the Survey, it is unknown if the land was subsequently patented (deed). 
Also: www. choatesofthesouth.org under Documents "1642_Choates His Chance"
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 From Servant to Freeholder: Status Mobility and Property Accumulation in Seventeenth-Century Maryland, Russel R. 10

Menard, The William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Ser., Vol. 30, No. 1, Chesapeake Society (Jan 1973) page 44

 The original grant to Taylor and assignment to Horsley would be useful in locating Christopher’s [b1642] property.  11

Liber W G N 5, folio 191, MD Patents & Warrants 1678-1688   
Proceedings and Acts of the General Assembly, October 1678-November 1683, Volume 7, page 248 
The original document needs to be located, digitized, and posted to choatesofthesouth.org.

 MHR Assembly Proceedings, November 1-12, 1681, Liber W H, page 248 12

Also: www. choatesofthesouth.org under Documents "1642_Proceeding of 1681"

 Read Innovation in Early Settlers' Houses in Virginia and Maryland, The Pioneers' Progression: Hovel, House, Home, by 13

William F. Milam to learn about conditions and typical structures used for living in the colonies. 
Also: www. choatesofthesouth.org under Publications "Innovations in Early settlers’ Houses ..."

 David O. Percy, The Production of Tobacco Along the Colonial Potomac,14

 MHR, Anne Arundel County, Maryland Judgments, TB#1 (1704-1708) folio 352 Court 15

Also: www. choatesofthesouth.org under Documents "1685 Orphan"

 This text is from Choates of the South Descendants of Christopher Choate of Maryland, Vol 1, compiled by Irene Choate 16

Williams, 1983, page 3. It references the original document as MHR, Test. Proceedings Liber 15A, folio 22, AA County 
Court 4/28/1693 
The original document needs to be located, digitized, and posted to choatesofthesouth.org.

 Farm Prices of Maryland Tobacco, 1659-1710, Menard, Russell R., Maryland Historical Magazine 68 (1973): 80-85 17

Note: 12 pence per shilling and 20 shillings per pound.

 Old English money - 1 pound equals 20 shillings or 240 pennies (12 pennies to the shilling)18

 From Servant to Freeholder: Status Mobility and Property Accumulation in Seventeenth-Century Maryland, Russel R. 19

Menard, The William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Ser., Vol. 30, No. 1, Chesapeake Society (Jan 1973), page 41

 MHR Prerogative Court, Test Proceedings, S529-26, Liber 15A, folio 22, location 1/12/2/40 20

Also: www. choatesofthesouth.org under Documents "1642 Intestate"

 Chronicles of Colonial Maryland: With Illustrations, 1913, James Walter Thomas, page 9221
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