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Sabret Choate [1730]  !
The article below provides the death date for Sabret [1730] Choate. It contains two errors -  !

“something over 100. He came from some of the New England states.” !
We have a record of his birth and baptismal listing him as born in 1730. This would make him 92 years 
old - mistakable for over 100. We know that Sabret [1730] migrated down into North Carolina from 
Maryland. His youngest son Sabret [1762] bought land near Lenoir. He and his son are listed in the 1800 
U.S. Census for Wilkes Co. which included Lenoir at that time. So we know he lived in this area. We 
also know that Sabret was not a name used by the Northern Choates. E. O. Jameson's book "Choates in 
America" provide detailed genealogical data for the New England Choate from 1642 up to 1896 and 
within the 900+ names that he covers there is not one Sabret. All this leads researches to conclude that 
this newspaper article is written about the Sabret [1730] of the Choates of the South. !!
This article was written by Nelson Albright Powell (1816-1910) for The Lenoir Topic, at Lenoir, 
Caldwell County, NC — until 1841, part of Burke County. He was a lifelong resident of the vicinity 
near Lenoir, and wrote his varied recollections for several newspapers there from about 1897 
until his death. 

Shoats Bridge--Where was It? !
Shoats Bridge was located at the North end of 'Tuttle's Dike." Lower 
Creek at that time had a channel just at the foot of the hill at that 
place. Shoat's house stood some 70 or 80 yards west of the bridge. 
South of that was the race path field. The track ended just in front of 
Shoat's house. !
At the close of the Revolution, the election and muster ground was 
located there, and continued there till the first Thursday in August 
1799 when a vote was taken and it was moved to Tucker's where it 
was held until 1841 when it was moved to Lenoir. !
Seybe-t [Seybert?] Shoat died Feb. 19th, 1822 at the age of something 
over 100. He came from some of the New England states. !
On account of the race track, Shoat's Bridge was a noted place up to 
the time the election was moved from there to Tuckers's. Jos. Perkins, 
Charles McDowell, Emp Ervin, Jas. Allen [,] Vezey Husband and many 
others--all with fine stock spent days there training their stock and 
running for money.



w
w

w.
ch

oa
te

so
fth

es
ou

th
.o

rg

 
With appreciation to Miss Mary Powell, Nelson's granddaughter. 

The last race run there was in 1827, between Sam Stewart and Ben 
Plunkett. !
The stake was $10. Plunket was the winner. !
The neighborhood round about Shoat's Bridge was composed of well 
to-do people. Colbert Blair lived just across the creek from Shoat, 
Sam McDaniel, who maried Shoat’s daughter Sally, just west. !
He had three sons--Jo, Charles, and Sam. A man named Thrasher lived near bye. 
He moved in 1810 to a house which stood just where the Bernhardt house now 
stands. He had a daughter, Sally, who went in to an old barn near the house one 
evening and hanged herself. Some supposed it was [a] love affair in which Sam 
McDaniel, jr., was concerned. He left a short time afterwards and was next heard 
from in a protracted hunting expedition with Davy Crokett in Tenn. The woman 
was put in a pine box and buried near where she was found. !
The grave was plain to be seen after I was grown. !
[Lyman C.] Draper and Shenk both say that Vezey Husband was killed [at] 
King's Mountain. This is a mistake. My father [George Powell] owned a negro 
man who once belonged to old man Estes. The negro’s name was Ben. He told us 
often of his adventures with Jo Allen and Husbands. Ben was a great race rider. 
Estes lived on John's River. Ben said Allen and Husbands would ride up to where 
he was working in the field and tell him to get up behind one of them, if they had 
no loose horse, and take him to Shoat’s Bridge to ride races for them. Estes was 
compelled to submit, willing or not. There might be other evidence given to 
show that Husbands was not killed at King's Mountain. He must have died about 
the year 1800. I have been told that he was a brother of Herman Husbands—don't 
know how true that is. !
The voting at Shoat's Bridge was counted on a large log about 100 yards west of 
Shoats house, and it was still to be seen there as late as 1830. !
N.A. Powell 


