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NEWS FROM THE "MAIL BAG"
 
Clyde N. Choate, 155 Highland Meado~ Cr., Coppell, TX 75019-3483 sent his Very Neatly Typed 
material on the family of JOSEPH SAMSON CHOATE ( son of PETER JOSEPH). Included is 42 family 
group sheets with a brief write up on each of the children of JOSEPH SAMSON. A BIG THANKS TO 
CLYDE FOR A JOB WELL DONE .. He would like to hear from anyone working on this line. 

Cynthia C. Faris, 3840 Overbrook Dr., H 25, Columbia, S.C. 29205 sent a typed copy of the Will of 
WILLIAM CHOAT, of York Co., S.C. The Will was probated July 15, 1844 and mentions RACHEL 
( wife ), RACHEL E. ( daughter ), AUGUSTINE D., JAMES SIMERAL & NEWTON ( sons ). 

Jack D. Brown, 1221 Old Bridge Place, Fort Wayne, IN 46825 wrote" I recently became a member of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans based on the war records of my 3rd Great-Grandfather Captain WILLIAM 
THOMAS CHOATE, Co. 1, 61st Reg. of the N.C. Infantry. WILLIAM was from Sparta, N.C. and was 
killed at the Battle of Cold Harbor, VA in June 1864. I would be interested in hearing from other members 
of the Sons of the Confederate Veterans who are descendants of WILLIAM". 

VIOLA CHOATE RUSSELL, 2140 S.W. 82nd , Oklahoma City, OK 73159 sent a newspaper clipping 
about the Choate reunion in El Reno. Viola said the group was smaller than usual but there was a lot of 
interest from the younger members of the family. 

James E. Choate, Rt. 2, Box 219, McKenzie, TN wrote that their reunion would 
be held August 31st at Montgomery Bell Park, Dickson, TN. These are the descendants of JOHN 
CHOATE of Dickson Co., TN, but any Choates are welcome. 

Mrs. Clifton Davis, Rt. 3, Box 157, Elkin, N.C. 28621 sent an obituary from Sparta, N.C. for AROL 
CHARLIE CHOATE, 81 of Rt. 4. ( April 1991 ). He was survived by wife, LUCY ABSHER CHOATE; 
daughter, DELANO CHOATE; two brothers, SABERT CHOATE, 
of Melbourne, FL and ROY CHOATE, of North Wilkesboro, N.C. 

Robert Neal Carson, 1209 Alford St., Fort Collins, CO 80524 gave me the REAL SCOOP on the Gary 
Hart land deal. Robert is the son-in-law of LOIS CHOATE that had the lawsuit against the Harts. LOIS 
CHOATE ( age 81 ) and other members of her family live on 215 acre C7 Ranch just west of the land that 
the Harts bought in 1985. The CHOATES had been using the Troublesome Gulch Road for 39 years and 
had been granted legal access across the Hart property. 

When the Harts bought the land they put a gate across the road and had a lock on it and at first refused to 
give the Choates a key to the lock. LOIS CHOATE stated" We've tried very hard to be a good neighbor 
and they resist being a good neighbor ". 

After the attempts to be good neighbors failed LOIS CHOATE sued the Harts and LOIS received a 
settlement of $100,000 and LOIS will still be able to use the Troublesome Gulch Rd. through the summer. 
The agreement also included a land swap of 6 acres. 

I like this story because it proves that no matter how big you are YOU BETTER NOT MESS WITH A 
CHOATE...... lCW 

NOTE: Newsletter was scanned and reformatted. Individual page content remains the 
same.



Letter from SQUIRE C. CHOATE to his sister ELIZABETH J. CHOATE 
Children of REDMOND CHOATE 

State of Texas ..... Travis County ..... May the 2nd 1855 

Affectionate Sister I take this opportunity of writing you a few lines to let you know that I am yet 
in the land of the living I have nothing much to write only we have the dryest country here I ever 
saw we have not had any rain to wet the ground since Christmas I like the country much better 
than I do that but I dont like this well enough to stay here If I live to see fall I want to start to 
Oregon that is the only country for me I have not heard from home since I left th~re I have been 
sick most of the time I have been here but I am now in tolerable health there has not been but 
very little sickness through this country Sence I have been here I think this is a healther country 
than that for I see no for sickness here at all but as for it being any better for stock its all humbug 
it is not as good only in one respect it is more open and they can see them further but the summer 
range is not any better and the winter is none at all and where thier is timber it is so low and 
shaby ? it is impossible to get through upon the hole Texas is pretty near on average only this is a 
little the best of it I like this country better than any portion I have ever seen but I don't like none 
of it I want you to take good care of my clothes for me while I m here and tell papa I want him to 
get me enough good to make me six pairs of pants and linen and domestic enough to make half a 
dozen Shirts and I want you and Margaret to make them for me by the time I get there which will 
be about Christmas I would like to hear from all of you very well but if you don't want to write 
just let it Alone give my respects to all enquireing friends and receive to your selves the most 
Sincere Love and affection of your brother written To Elizabeth I Choat ..• 
  By S.C. CHOAT

**** 

NOTE- SQUIRE'S family lived in Shelby Co., TX (Center is county seat) at the time this letter 
was written. SQUIRE was born 7 October 1826 and was still living with his parents in 1850 
( Shelby Co., TX ) and I did not find him in other census unless he was the S.C. in Upshur Co., 
TX in 1860. Someone has written that he was a medical doctor, but somehow the letter doesn!t 
sound like the letter of 
a doctor to me. He must have returned to Shelby Co. because he applied for a pension from 
Center ( Shelby Co. ) TX and stated that he enlisted in Co. F. 14th Reg. Tex. Vol. Inf ... Served 
1862-1865. Lived in Shelby Co. sinc~ 1837, born 1828 in McNairy Co., TN .. Brother to DAVID 
McKENZIE CHOATE. 

Someone said that he died 2 October 1914, but he does not appear in the 1900 or 1910 census of 
Texas, so wonder if he made it to Oregon ??? Someone said that he had a son BOB CHOATE ... 

One thing we can glean from his letter ... he must have been a snappy dresser. 
           ICW 
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ON A SAD NOTE-- "Another link is broken in our household band, but a chain is forming in a better 
land". 

Berniece Choate Herrin, 424 W. Douglas Dr., Midwest City, OK 73110 wrote that her brother, VECIL E. 
CHOATE died of pneumonia on 23rd of January 1991. He had a full military service on the 26th of 
January. VECIL ERNEST CHOATE was born 20 July 1911 in Carney ( Lincoln Co., ) OK and married 
LOU ELLEN POWELL 26 February 1937. He was the son of THOMAS KEITH, grandson of JOSEPH 
HARDIN and great-grandson of SQUIRE EDWARD CHOATE (son of THOMAS KYLE CHOATE ). 

VECIL served with the Air Force as a Technical Sergeant and upon his retirement, after serving 20 years, 
he received a letter from Paul N. Bacalis ( Colonel USAF, Commander) Headquarters 70th Bombardment 
Wing, Heavy, USAF, Clinton Sherman Air Force Base, OK in which he stated : 

"Your twenty years of devoted and dedicated service in the cause of peace and defense of your homeland, 
merit a debt of gratitude from the people of the United States_ In the applicat(ion of your special 
knowledge to the tasks required, your industry and loyalty,you have served them well; and you have every 
reason to be proud that a major portion of your life has been so unselfishly devoted to the betterment and 
welfare of mankind. You have reflected great credit upon yourself and the USAF".
 
ANOTHER BRAVE CHOATE THAT WE CAN BE PROUD OF  . 
Mary Ann McNair, P.O. Box 27, Kemp, TX 75143 wrote that she is interested in putting a tombstone at 
the grave of THOMAS KYLE CHOATE. She stated "I have 
a source here, through the Texas Historical Commission, of which I am a member. We can purchase a 
Grey Georgia granite marker, 12" by 18" with full names, dates of birth and death for $75.00 installed. 
Could be less since they wouldn't install it. I don1t know how much the freight would be to send them to 
Iron City, TN or who would install them or supervise where to put them". 

I should have mentioned that Mary Ann is also interested in a marker for NANCY ( ATWELL ) 
CHOATE, the first wife of SQUIRE EDWARD CHOATE. She says that she is buried at the same 
cemetery where THOMAS KYLE is buried. 

I think this is a great idea and I for one would want to contribute to the marker for THOMAS KYLE and I 
am sure there are others as well as descendants of NANCY that would want to contribute to her marker. 

The biggest problem I see here is getting it from TX to TN and having it installed and I would suggest 
that a check of someone selling markers in the Iron City, TN area might be in order because they would 
probably install it free so it might end up costing less if bought near Iron City. 

Anyone interested in this project can contact Mary Ann at the above address. Mary Ann is a descendant of 
JAMES RUFUS CHOATE, son of SQUIRE EDWARD.



INTERESTING TIDBITS 

From a novel "The Over-Mountain Man", by Emma Goldrick 

"My people were the Over-mountain men, you know. Scottish, Irish, poor English immigrants, with 
nothing of their own save a love for land 11. That did it ! Lonely wilderness, love for land ! This over-
proud man needed taking down a peg or two. II Hey, what did I say? II he inquired. II My ancestors 
settled this valley and 11m proud of them." 

"I'll bet you are ", she snapped at him, "your fine ancestors came over the mountains because of their love 
of land, all right -- somebody else's land! Look, when I attended the University of Ohio we had a 
professor in American History by the name of John Ross. He was a Cherokee from the Western Nation, in 
Oklahoma. He taught us American History from a very different viewpoint ". 

"In the beginning this land was owned by a people called Paleo Indians. We don't know a thing about 
them, except that they used flint spearheads and hunted the bison. Then after them came the Archaic 
people. There are caves in these mountains whose walls are still covered with their glyphs. We don't know 
anything about them either, except that they made pottery. Whoever there were, tribes of Forest Indians 
came into the area and displaced them,just as they had displaced the people before them. We don't know 
much about the Forest people, except that they were hunters and gatherers , and might have been 
Algonquins. Perhaps Leni Llanape. Are you with me so far?". "Should I take notes? he asked 
sarcastically. Will there be an examination after the Lecture ?" 

"Don't be smart she snapped. Now, what happened next we do know something about. The Five Nations 
of the Iroquois came up through these valleys on their way to New York, and smashed the Forest people. 
Then, directly behind the Five Nations, came the Cherokee Nation, who seized all this land, and chased 
the other tribes away". "At last a familiar name", he chuckled. "Continue professor."

"So the Cherokee established a civilized nation in this area, beginning just before the European started to 
settle on the coastal plains. The Cherokee lived in towns, were devoted to agriculture, had their own 
language, and even their own newspapers. And then came the Over-mountain men. And, after a fairly 
long time, they forced or coerced the Cherokee into leaving. And that's where we are now. "I'm sure there 
must be a moral to the story" he said. 

"There is. The valley of Tennessee is no different from most of the rest of the world. The original people 
were displaced, and so forth. A good title for a history of almost anywhere in America or Europe would 
be, "But Nobody Comes From Around Here ".  And the moral of the story is this. People and cultures are 
already invading the valley, steadily taking it away from you Over-mountain men. We can only hope that, 
when your time come to knuckle down, you will do it with as much honor as the Cherokee did .. End of 
lesson."

"Well, he said, after a thinking pause,"  at least you should record that when my people came over the 
mountains, we bought the land from the Cherokee, and paid them well."

"Sure you did ", she laughed.  "If you count whisky and blankets a fair price for five million acres of land. 
If believe that, I own a bridge in  Brooklyn I would like to sell to you."

NOTE-- I realize this book is fiction but I found this most interesting and am assuming this portion was 
based on historical facts??                   ICW 



TEXAS
07-14-81                                     -  LAND  GRANT  INDEX  -                               590

      Name    Land Dist.  File Number SQ

Choat, A B    Shelby   P-000274 01
Choat, A P     Nacogdoches  S-000730 01
Choat, David       M-000037 20
Choat, David       M-000043 17
Choat, J C    Milam   P-004088 01

Choat, J J    Nacogdoches  P-000402 01
Choat, J J    Jasper   S-000189 02
Choay, Jno H    Liberty   3-000642 01
Choat, Jno H    Bexar   3-007430 00
Choat, John       M- 000027 09

Choat, John H       C- 001508 00
Choat, S E    Milam   P-003492 00
Choat, S E    Milam   P-004548 00
Choat, S E    Milam   P-005516 00
Choat, Thomas B    Shelby   2-000099 02

Choat, V C    Lamar   S-000267 01
Choate, Champion      C-001509 00
Choate, Champion   Liberty   3-000015 08
Choate, Christopher   Fannin   1-001731 00
Choate, David    Jefferson  B-000033 05
        
Choate, David       C-001510 06 
Choate, David    Jefferson  1-000055 05
Choate, David    Jefferson  1-000103 03
Choate, David       RV-000433 00
Choate, David A    Nacogdoches  3-000542 03

Choate, David M    Shelby   3-000280 01
Choate, Ed    Jefferson  1-000111 03
Choate, Ed    Milam   1-000358 02
Choate, Edmund    Jefferson  1-000054 13
Choate, Gabriel    Milam   3-001287 00

Choate, J M    Goliad   P- 000046 04
Choate, James M    Golaid   3-000121 04
Choate, Jasper    Bexar   P-002354 00
Choate, John    Jefferson  1-000053 06
Choate, John    Nocogdoches  1-000692 00

Choate, John    Nocogdoches  1-000698 03
Choate, John M    Montgomery  B-000226 02
Choate, John M    San Patricio  B-000259 01
Choate, John M    Travis   B-000634 00
Choate, John M       C- 001511 00

Choate, Mary    Matagorda  B-000037 07
Choate, Mary    Jefferson  B-000080 05
Choate, Mary    Liberty   B-000238 04
Choate, Mary    Liberty   B- 000239 02
Choate, Mary       RV-000201 00



Choate, Mary       RV-000433 05
Choate, Moses L    Liberty   1-000243/2 01
Choate, Moses L    Liberty   1-000264 02
Choate, Nicholas    Shelby   3-000281 03
Choate, R C    Robertson  3-005585 00

Choate, Redman    Shelby   1-000241 01
Choate, Richard C      C- 001512 00
Choate, Sabe    Harrison   3-000638 02
Choate, Thomas       M-000205 08
Choate, Thomas    Ft Bend   1-000027 02

Choats, Dav    Shelby   P-000030 04

Nadine wrote to the Texas General Land Office, Archives & Records Division, Room 800, Stephen F. 
Austin Bldg., 1700 N. Congress, Austin, TX 78701-1495 and they sent her the above list of CHOATES 
and stated that there would be a $2.00 research fee per name and stated "After the search has been 
completed, forms describing the information found and the price to copy each document will be 
forwarded to you.". 

An example of what they sent back:       CHRISTOPHER CHOATE, Fannin 1-1731, 
1. Duplicate Certificate # 23/123--- $5.00 (July 31, 1874, Austin, TX, having proved loss of unconditional 
headright certificate # 258 issued Oct. 30, 1839 in Shelby Co., the heirs of Christopher Choate, deceased, 
are entitled to a duplicate certificate for one league and one labor of land.) 

2. Field Notes .... $5.00 ( Description of the metes and bounds of 4605.5 acres in Foard Co., surveyed 
Nov. 13, 1874. ) 

3. Patent ... $5.00 ( Final title issued Nov. 16, 1875, Patent 356, Vol. 21 ) 

There are no names of the heirs of Christopher Choate shown on the documents in the land grant file. 

***

Nadine ordered # 1 & 2 from this list and sorry to say those records did not prove that helpful. They did 
however mention Fannin, Foard & Falls Co., which seemed a bit strange since these are not adjoining 
counties and Foard Co. was not formed until 1891. 

Nadine also sent for the following: 
Moses L. Choate ( Mexican Title, Bx. 48, Folder 26--- $10.00 4 pp. ) 
Thomas Choate (Mexican Title, Box 60, Folder 9 $2.50) 
These two documents are in Spanish, bears Choate's signature .... 
Champion Choate ( Unconditional Certificate H 52 -- $5.00) 
R.C. Choat/Richard C. Choate ( Headright Certificate # 140 -- $7.50 ) 
Thomas B. Choate ( Unconditional Certificate H 95 -- $5.00) 

She did not send for any other documents but the following was gleaned from the form they sent for the 
first $2.00 per person: 

Nicholas Choat ( "widow Mrs Elizabeth Harvey ) 
Thomas Choate ( Entry made 1830 shows age as 51, Jane, wife, age 37, 6 daughters; farmer; arrived from 
Louisiana in June 1830 ) 
Thos. Choate ( Feb. 6, 1838, Harrisburg Co., arrived Feb. 1834, a man of family.) 
Redmund Choate ( 1835-- stated he had a wife and four children . ) 



NORTH CAROLINA 

The Granville District of N.C. 1748-1763 
Abstracts of Land Grants, Vol. 1, by M.M. Hofmann 

Page 104-- Patent Bk. 11-- 1002 pg. 238 ... JOHN NEWTON, 2 November 1752 
264 acres in Edgecombe Co. in Edgecombe Parish on the N. side of Tyancoca Creek, Joining 
BATHOLOMEW REDMAN and the sd. creek. OR/s/(mark ) Wits. HAYWOOD, JNO DUNN surveyed 7 
December 1748 .. Chain Carrier: JOHN SHOAT, DAVID SHOAT. 

Volume 2-- Page 275 -- 3918 pg. 411 HERMON HUSBAND, 14 November 1755 ... 640 acres in Orange 
Co in the Parish of St. Matthew on both sides of Sandy Creek ( which is ) the Waters of Deep River on the 
E side of sd River, joining HUSBANDS cabbin or No. 1 Tract, SAMUEL WALKERS extended line & 
HUSBANDS line OR: /s/  HERMON HUSBAND Wits. JOHN HAYWOOD, W. CHURTON, surveyed 
30 April 1755, 
Sworn Chain Carriers: WH. COX, RICHARD SHOAT, ZACH COX, HENRY FULSOME, W. 
CHURTON Surveryor Plat identifies the tract as " the Bottom or No 3" and shows the location of Long 
Branch.  (Patent Book 14 ) 

Volume 2 -- Page 39-- 1557 pg. 358 ... JOSEPH FARR, 1 December 1760 ... 700 acres in Granville Co. in 
the Parish of St. John on the Mill Stone Run. Wits: 
LEN HENLEY BULLOCK, THOS. LOWE, examined by THOS JONES & WILL HURST .. surveyed 30 
May 1760 Sworn Chain Carrier: SEABERT CHOAT, JOHN COOK, Surveyor THOS PERSON. ( Patent 
Book 11 ) .... 

NOTE-- A chain carrier was someone who helped the surveyor and as Nadine pointed out these men 
could have traveled from place to place in this occupation, so the fact that they were in this area does not 
necessarily mean that they lived in that area. 

HOWEVER THESE RECORDS DO RAISE SOME QUESTIONS .... For JOHN & DAVID to have been 
chain carriers in 1748 it would seem they would have been born by 1730 at least. Surely they would have 
been 18 and in that case WHO COULD THEY HAVE BEEN ???? 

They could not be sons of CHRISTOPHER H 3, SABRET or RICHARD and in fact it would seem they 
belong in the same generation as these men and that would mean they could be sons of a brother to 
CHRISTOPHER # 2 and that is certainly possible. We only know of the two sons of CHRISTOPHER # 1 
but he could have had others that we found no records of. 

We can't rule out these men being of the New England Choates because they did have a lot of JOHNS & 
DAVIDS in that group. Since those are such common names we can't assume that CHRISTOPHER # 3 
named his sons JOHN & DAVID after any of his kinfolks. 

As for the RICHARD & SABRET I think we can safely assume they are sons of CHRISTOPHER #2. 

A little background on where this land was located. In 1755 Orange Co., N.C. adjoined VA because 
Caswell Co. was formed in 1777 and Person formed from Caswell in 1791. Rockingham was formed in 
1785 from Guilford, which was formed in 1771 from Rowan & Orange Counties .... So Orange Co., N.C. 
covered a large area that adjoined VA over to Henry Co. and Granville Co. also adjoined VA. 

So it may be that RICHARD & SEABERT were not so far from home. 



RESEARCH

Rev. Army Accounts 

In volume 1 of Choates of the South ( pp. 81 & 82 ) I listed some records that I found in the N.C. 
Archives and these records created questions that I would like to see answered. 

I have asked several people about these Army Accounts , including one of our Choate cousins that was 
having some research done in N.C. , but have never gotten any answers. 

In 1980 I sent to the General Services Administration ( Military Service Records ( NNCC) , National 
Archives ( GSA ), Washington, DC 20408 ) and asked for the accounts of DAVID ( #795 ), 
CHRISTOPHER (#1472 ) & ANNE ( #1576 & 1577) and they returned my request and marked" Records 
not found: Pension, Bounty Land & Military II for all three. 

On the form for Anne I had the name Thomas, with Anne as the widow. I had thought I would send for all 
the others if they sent any thing for these three, but with no luck there I dropped it, but still feel there must 
be more to all this than an index. 

On the back of one of the forms was " As a matter of policy the National Archives does not perform 
research for individuals; we are thus unable to make a file-by-file check to see if the information in the 
numerous files matches the information you have provided. The Board for Certification of Genealogists, 
1307 New Hampshire Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20036, can provide you with the 
names of persons in the Washington area willing to do research for a fee." 

My first question is WOULD ANY OF YOU BE ABLE TO DO SOME RESEARCH AT THE 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES ??? If not, my second question is HOW MANY OF YOU FEEL THAT HIRING 
A RESEARCHER IN WASHINGTON DC WOULD BE WORTH THE COST ?? 

I will say that I imagine those researchers would be very costly. When I gave this up a few years ago I 
was charging $10.00 per hour and now most of the gals that worked with me in Nashville are charging 
$15.00 per hour ( and up) so Washington DC research would be more I imagine. 

Or , would some of you like to make another attempt at getting these records by mail. Remember that 
Nadine made three attempts before getting those records of Thomas Choate ( see Newsletter # 4 ). 

I also sent for the records of EMANUEL SHOTE ( CHOATE ) at the Battle' of Point Pleasant 1774 and 
they wrote It The Natinal Archives does not have records relating to military service prior to the Rev. War. 
You may be able to obtain information by writing the State archives in the State from which the veteran 
served." I did not follow through on this either because of being snowed under working 
on The Choates of the South . 

As well as that research I have made notes,of things that need to be done, in almost every Choate file that 
I have and time will not permit me to do it all. Nadine & Dee are keeping after it, but they cannot cover 
all bases either so we will take any help that we can get. 



I ran across this in my files and thought it might be of interest to any of you that has any influence with 
your police department .. The "Hello, Neighbor" card is great, I think,for people from out of town. I can't 
remember if I overstayed in a parking meter or just what .. Whatever it was it was not intentional and I 
was in the courthouse "Clan Digging ". So I greatly appreciated the card instead of a ticket and 
remembered Springfield, TN fondly. 

BUYER BEWARE  -- Books by Beatrice Bayley .... 

For years computerized cards have been sent out from a Beatrice Bayley asking people to buy books on 
CHOATE ( as well as all other surnames) history. If you read the cards carefully, it is not a specific 
history of a family, and in fact the books only list names and addresses of families who happen to be 
listed in phone books or who registered cars in their state of residence. For many years genealogists have 
been plaqued by irresponsible researchers and this is just another kind. 

According to the CBS-TV Morning News which aired in July, 1982, Beatrice Bayley is a non-existing 
person-- even though there is apparently a picture of her and her mother in the books .. It is a company 
which computerized an address list, added some extremely general information on genealogical research 
in general and put it in a binding. 

Because many unhappy purchaser of the Bayley books have written to their Congressmen, the U.S. Postal 
Service has investigated the company and forced it to alter its advertising. It now gives no explicit 
promise that the book is about the CHOATE family, however, one would still assume that it is a CHOATE 
genealogy. 

I ordered one of these books several years ago , noting that there was a money back quarantee if not 
satisfied, so upon seeing that it was not what it was supposed to be I returned it and did get a refund, but 
of course you are out the shipping cost ... 

SO MY ADVICE ON THIS IS ..... DO NOT BUY ..
 
I understand that another name is now being used to sell these books ..... 


