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Have lots of news items to include in this issue but first I wanted to say THANKS to all of you that sent 
me a Christmas card. I do enjoy them all as well as 
the letters. Have found that I can't stay on top of the letters so will have 
to make a few remarks in the newsletter. Also wish to thank all of you that have sent extra money for the 
various projects. 

In Newsletter # 5 I mentioned that Clyde N. Choate is working on a compilation of records of JOSEPH 
SAMSON CHOATE and he reports that the project is coming along well and he will share it when it is 
finished. 

Debra Neiman, P.O. Box 596, New LLano, LA 71461 sent me a very nicely typed 
6 page article about her ancestor, MARION AUDELL'CHOATE, son of JASPER DILLON CHOATE. 
The article begins with a page on JASPER DILLON'S children and includes family of MARION ( known 
as Shorty) as well as a very interesting, and touching, story about him. Am sure Debra would share this 
with anyone that is interested. 

Mrs. Robert F. Russell, 2140 S.W. 82nd St., Oklahoma City, OK 73159 reported on the family reunion of 
descendants of SQUIRE EDWARD CHOATE , son of THOMAS KYLE CHOATE. It was their 37th 
reunion and was held at Adams Park. They held a memorial for deceased family members and prayed for 
ill members then had a dinner made with old-fashioned recipes after which they shared stories of the past 
year's happenings and enjoyed a musical program. 
Sounds like they had a great time and are planning their 1991 reunion for June 23rd at Adams Park. I 
believe this is in El Reno, OK and anyone interested 
in attending should contact Viola Choate Russell ( above address) for details. 

Mr. James E. Choate, Rt. 2, Box 219, McKenzie, TN 38201 wrote in August to invite me to the family 
reunion of the descendants of JOHN CHOATE of Dickson Co., TN on 1 September at the Montgomery 
Bell Park. I was unable to attend but was told they had a good turnout and fun was had by all and am sure 
they will have more reunions. Anyone interested in being notified should contact 
James as to time and place.  You never know who might turn up at these 
reunions .. KITTY WELLS, the famous country singer,is a descendant of this JOHN CHOATE. 

Geraldine Duncan, 61640 Richfield, South Lyon, ME 48178 sent me some pages from " History of 
Fentress Co., TN", vol. 1, which I found very interesting. The articles contained biographies, as well as 
pictures, of 1.JACOB CHOATE, son of GEORGE CHOATE & MALINDA FARRELL, 2. JEREMIAH 
BEATY & SARAH CHOATE ( daughter of AUSTIN CHOATE & ELIZABETH YOUNG ). I have put 
these families in their respective files and may be missing some .. If so PLEASE let me know Geraldine. 

Another thing I intended to mention about the above James E. Choate. He wrote II Sure do enjoy reading 
the newsletters, especially about the Indians. While in the Marine Air Corps in CA ( 1944 ) my Uncle 
Ernest, in the Navy Seabees, and I were in a cafe and a G.I. came by and introduced himself as a Choate 
and he was a Choctaw Indian from LA. I don't remember his first name nor the town he was from. I also 
met another Choate and he was a tall blonde from W. VA." 

Would be nice if someone could locate these two men that met James in 1944 and they could get in touch. 

NOTE: Newsletter was scanned and reformatted. Individual page content remains the 
same.



INTERSTING TIDBITS

Marvin C Choate, 204 Deborah Place, Jacksonville, N.C. 28540, my brother (who also se~ved in the 
Marine Corps in World War II) sent me these articles after he had called me to tell me to watch Pat Choate 
on 60 minutes. I taped the show so my husband could see it and we were both very impressed with ?at. I 
later saw him on C-Span a couple of times and found that his book It Agents of Influence II could be 
purchased from KNOPF, 201 East 50th St., 21st Floor, N.Y., N.Y. 10022. (this was in October 1990 ) 

Someone suggested that I write to the above address in order to get in touch with Pat and find where he 
fits into our Choate group. Seems there was a mention of him being from Texas. I haven't gotten around 
to doing this so if anyone else is interested in checking this out I would appreciate them sharing it. 

This reminds me ... I have been amiss in not saying that several people responded to my question about 
the RUFUS CHOATE that moved to the Aleutians .. Dewitt C. Nogues stated that the article appeared in 
the Austin-American- Statesman (Austin, TX ) and Beverly Holmes wrote that judging from the price of 
the homes she would say it was in the 1960's. At any rate, it was much later than I suspected and still 
wonder why it was in a newspaper in Austin, TX ??? 

Kathleen Kothmann, 903 N. San Marcos, Seguin, TX 78155 wrote "I have quite a bit about 
CLARINTHA ( CHOATE ) DRAPER. Talking to anyone I could tell them many things about her. Her 
journey from Tennessee to Texas , with two small children. She left TN on a Tennessee walking horse, 
when she reached the Red River the Union soldiers took her horse and gave her a mule to ride. She 
reached her relatives in Fannin Co., TX riding a mule. Her husband died of consumption (caused by his 
stay in a Union prison camp ) at the age of thirty and she was left to raise several children. She was very 
spunky."
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Before going on I will add a SAD NOTE here and list our Choate Cousins that passed away in 1990. 

BILL LEE died 2 August 1990 of cancer. He was a descendant of Squire Edward Choate and a brother to 
Betty Swann. 

PETE OLLIE CHOATE, died 3 April 1990~He was a also a descendant of Squire Edward Choate and a 
brother to Berniece Herrin. 

Miss BESS L. CHOATE ( age 89 ), died 18 July 1990 in Russellville, AR 
 Dee Baggett sent me this obituary from The Johnson Co., AR Grapic. Bess was a daughter of 
Daniel Boone Choate, son of Squire Edward Choate. 

MARGIE C. PULLEN, b. 28 March 1914, d. 28 July 1990. Her husband, EARL PULLEN died in 1982. 
This was sent to me by PIERCE McMURTRY, P.O. Box 122, Willow, 
OK 73673. He stated that Earl Pullen was a second cousin to his Daddy and  I am not sure how they fit 
into the Choate family. 

Speaking of Pierce ... Viola Russell wrote that Pierce was a cousin to Larry McMurtry, the author of II 
Lonesome Dove ".  

LOTT CHOATE, 95, of Rt. 5, Galax, VA died 12 August 1990 in Waddell Nursing Home. Born 7 
September 1894 in Grayson Co. VA, he was the son of William Thomas Choate & Amelia Edwards 
Choate. 
This obituary was sent to me by Marjorie Choate Armentrout, P.O. Box 371,Sparta, N.C. 28675 

Marjorie also sent. some pages from "Alleghany Co., N.C. Heritage Book" published in 1983. It has 
biographies of BERT OSCAR CHOATE (son of SOWELL A. CHOATE & LAURA EDWARDS), 
SOWELL A. CHOATE ( son of WILLIAM THOMAS CHOATE ), RICHARD CHOATE ( son of 
SABRET, Jr., THOMAS GWYN CHOATE ( son of JOHN CHOATE & MATILDA EDWARDS). 
Interesting stories as well as pictures. 

Marjorie wrote one of these articles and Jane Mathis was co-writer of the others. 

MORE FROM MAIL BAG .... 

Ray Choate, P.O. Box 3013, Grenfell St., Adelaide, SA 5000, Australia sent this new address and stated 
that he has accepted the position as University Librarian at the University of Adelaide. Ray is a 
descendant of MILES P. CHOAT who lived in Clinton Co., IN in 1850. 

Nora Garrett, P.O. Box 154, Newkirk, OK 74647 sent some copies from II Oklahoma Place Names II , by 
G. H. Shirk .. Page 50 listed: CHOATE. In Pittsburg Co., 
3 miles west of Indianola. A post office from 6 Nov. 1894 to 31 May 1904. Named for GEORGE W. 
CHOATE, sheriff of Tobucksy Co., Choctaw Nation. 
I believe several others had written to me about this but I am not sure if I ever put it in the newsletter. 

JOHN CHOATE & HIS DESCENDANTS, by E.O. Jameson .. About this book .. Every so often someone 
sends me pages from this book and I decided to made note here that I have this book. Purchased it years 
ago just so I would have it in my library. However, this book is about the New England Choates only and 
the only connection to our Choates of the South would be back in England. ICW 



SOUTH CAROLINA CHOATES 

In 1984 I corresponded with William B. Choate " Bill " of Rock Hill ( York Co.) S.C. He was very 
interested in the history of his Choate family and involved in research in that area and was going to share 
his findings with me. 

I regret to say that he has since passed away and did not get around to sharing with me his York Co., S.C. 
& Mecklenburg Co., N.C. records. However he did write some interesting letters and I will include here 
something from his letters: 

" My first wife and I were divorced when my son, William, Jr. ( age 21 ) was very young. Sometimes I 
feel that-- or fear that he may grow old without the proper appreciation of his heritage, so I am self-
appointed family historian of the descendants of JOSINA LEE CHOATE ( who preferred the name Joseph 
and went through life as J.L. ). 

My goal--- to insure that my son, an only son of an only son, will appreciate the past. He and I both are 
members of the Kappa Alpha Order ( collegiate social fraternity) with Gen. Robert E. Lee as a symbol of 
a southern gentleman and manly warrior. When I was an active member at N.C. State it would have been 
a thrill to know that AUGUSTINE DAVIDSON CHOATE, my ancestor, sired seven sons all CSA vets, 
K.I.A., W.I.A., P.O.W. there was a CHOATE from York District, S.C. on the line from April 1861 to April 
1865 from beginning to end when the prisoners were released. 

Seven sons went-- 4 came home. Two of them went to Arkansas to claim 450 acres specified in 
AUGUSTINE's Will and              one moved across the river, about 3 miles as the crow flies, to 
Mecklenburg Co., N.C. All the boys were enlisted men .. Oldest 39, youngest 18 when he died. 
Had I known these facts in my college days I wouldn't have chosen the C.S.A. Officers uniform complete 
with saber and sash. Most probably I would have chosen the uniform of JOSINA MADISON CHOATE, 
my great grandfather-- 1st Sgt. Co. B .. 13th N.C. Infantry ... He was the first in and the oldest. In my 
mind standing taller than those with saber and sash. 

AUGUSTINE DAVIDSON CHOATE had five daughters in addition to seven sons. One died at age 5, but 
the other four were married to C.S.A. Vets. Three of them returned. One, J.R. Carothers died at Lynchburg 
in 1862. 

Irene, I hope that my son , after reading his heritage in print whether my zerox or your formal treatise , 
will realize that he has just cause to hold his head high. Maybe a little higher than the rest of us. signed, 
Bill"

*** 
This letter was written July 1, 1984 and I would hope that his son will come to share his pride in his 
Choate family. 

Bill sent 4 pages of information about the service record of these seven men. 
I can copy and send to anyone that is interested. Another Tidbit that Bill wrote "JOSINA MADISON 
CHOATE was admired by his slaves according to several Black Choates in the area. According to legend 
passed along in "darkie fireside tales" he was " a good man-- white hair--rode a white horse-- had a bad 
leg where a horse had rolled on him". This story came from several sources, reasonably identical ".
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Johnson Co., Indiana Court Records 1823-1853 
Civil Order Book A --pp. 158 & 241-- JOHN CHOTE was found guilty of bigamy, 
21 September 1830. Page 214--JO~ CHOTE was charged with bigamy,. The entry stated that he had 
previously married in Kentucky a spinster ( whose name was not known to the court) and who was yet 
living and that on August 1, 1828 with force and arms married in Johnson Co. JANE DUNN a spinster. 
September 1828. 

NOTE-- This was sent to me , by Beverly J. Holmes a descendant of this JOHN CHOATE. Her records 
show this to be JOHN F. CHOATE, son of EDWARD CHOATE & HANNAH FRASUER, JOHN F. 
married PHEBE KORAH ( CORA) 1 January 1824 in Fleming Co., KY. He had his father's consent to 
marry so he must not have been of age at that time, and apparently not ready to settle down. If "with force 
and arms" means what I think it does he may still not have been ready to settle down. 

He married for, at least, the third time when he was 57 years old to SARAH ANN (LEACH) MATHIS 
PASKINS, 26 March 1862 at Morgan Co., IN. Beverly's address is 3430 Cloverdale Lane, Dallas, TX 
75234 for anyone interested in this line. 

Bethlehem Baptist Church of Robertson Co., TN unveiled an interesting tidbit, that I did not include in 
my books: April 1863 " on motion & second Sister LAVINCEY CHOAT was excluded from the church 
for acting like the harlot." Also RITER CHOAT for same. 

NOTE-- These two ladies are sisters and daughters of MARTIN CHOATE. Their "acting like the harlot " 
was probably no more than wearing rouge, nail polish or possibly cutting their hair. Many things of that 
sort were frowned upon in many churches in those days .. ICW 

From Clyde N. Choate 155 Highland Meadow Cr., Coppell, TX 75019-3483 
FRANKLIN G. CHOATE ( a brother to Clyde's ancestor) was known to be friends of some outlaws, spent 
some time in the Texas State Prison, he claimed he did not commit the crime but was prsent when it 
occurred. I hope to find more on this. 
    CAN ANYONE HELP CLYDE HERE ?????? 

LAST BUT CERTAINLY NOT LEAST .... 

 We have the story that Bruce Choate called" Pearls Perilous Plight " .. It seems that Pearl was second to 
none ( not even David) in her escapades. She cast her net for a Big Fish and reeled in a 95 year old 
Millionaire. She led several people on a wild chase and though all of them claimed they were not after the 
old man's money I suspect their motives were the same as Pearls .. They all had their sights on the big 
bucks. 

The article ( on next page ) appeared in the Detroit Free Press when I lived in Pontiac , MI and of course a 
friend rushed it to me, and later Bruce Choate sent me a 7 page article that appeared in the Saturday 
Evening Post and I have that for anyone interested I can make copies. 

Anyone with any Choate Character stories send them in and I will include them at a later date ..... 





RESEARCH

NADINE'S NOTES The following page is Nadine's latest report on the research in England.              The 
Texas Land Grants that Nadine sent for will be in a later issue. 

Let me mention here that Nadine composes and publishes music. She has sent me some of her sheet 
music and I think it is very good. She sells the sheet music for $1.50 + postage and also will make up a 
book of songs ( mostly Latter Day Saints themes-- Solos & Special numbers, Children's songs, Women's 
trios and Choir songs, nearly 100 in all) which she will sell for $20.00 + postage. She can also break up 
the package to only Children's Songs etc.. Anyone interested can write: Nadine Choate Perkes, P.O. Box 
1066, Fillmore, Utah 84631. 

DEE'S DATA-- As usual Dee Baggett has been busy writing, calling and in general tracking down 
Choates. Along with that she has been reading microfilm, that she orders, and she read for us the 1860 
census of Gallatin Co., & Lewis Co., KY. Both of these reels were Nil for CHOATE, CHOTE, SHOAT & 
SHOTE. 

EMANUEL CHOATE was supposed to have died in Gallatin Co., IL in 1867, but apparently he was not 
there in 1860. Dee also read the 1880 Census of 'Franklin Co., AR, as well as many others and if the two 
of us can ever find the time we may pool our census records and put them in a book. 

SUMNER CO., TN RESEARCH-- in Newsletter # 5 ( p.1 ) I mentioned hiring a researcher in Nashville 
to check some records and I did that. She was unable to help any with the "Volunteer Soldiers" in 1794 , 
but found an early court case in Sumner Co. records as follows: 

Sam Deason vs. MOSES SHOAT, et al .. Lawsuit  # 9191-- Dated January 1786 this suit lists men that 
had posted bond for MOSES SHOAT as Absm. Hooper, Levi Hand, ISAAC SHOAT and John Mulherin. 

As Nadine pointed out this seems to bear out the Greene Co., TN record of some of CHRISTOPHER's 
heirs going to Middle TN. This MOSES & ISAAC SHOAT were no doubt brothers and sons of 
CHRISTOPHER. 

Juanita Harrison, 4636 E. 57th St., Tulsa, OK 74135 is working on the EMANUEL CHOATE line, 
mentioned above, and I suggested to her that she write to Gallatin Co., IL for records, which she did, she 
wrote that they returned her letter with a note at the bottom saying "Unable to locate any records". With 
that and the census records I wonder if EMANUEL was indeed in Gallatin Co., IL .. 

York Co., S.C.-- Does anyone have the Wills of WILLIAM CHOATE ( d. 1844), AUGUSTINE D. 
CHOATE ( d. 1891 ), EMMA CHOATE ( d. ?? ), WILLIAM CHOATE ( d. 1898).    If anyone has these 
copies of these Wills please share them with us. If not would anyone be interested in sending for these 
records ?? 

JUST FOR LAUGHS 
Genealogy begins as an interest, becomes a hobby, continues as an avocation, takes over as an obsession 
and finally is an incurable disease. 

OLD -TIMER -- One who remembers when giving a youngster a seat belt had nothing to do with a car ... 



NADINE'S NOTES 

SEARCH, RESEARCH,  ANALYSE, AND EVALUATE -- THAT IS WHAT GENEALOGY IS ALL ABOUT 

(ANOTHER CHAPTER IN OUR CONTINUING SAGA OF OUR CHRISTOPHER CHOATES IN ESSEX) 

WHEN LAST WE INFORMED YOU OF THE CHRISTENING FOUND IN HALSTEAD, ESSEX, ENGLAND, 
OF A CRY STOVER CHOTE 29 JULY 1613, WE FELT COMFORTABLE WITH THE CONCLUSION THAT HE 
WAS THE FATHER OF OUR CHRISTOPHER, SON OF CHRISTOPHER AND JANE CHOTE, BAPT. IN 
RIVENHALL, ESSEX/ IN 1642. 

BUT OUR RESEARCHER IN ENGLAND --- WHILE TRYING TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER A CHRISTOPHER 
CHOATE, WHO WAS A WITNESS IN A COURT CASE IN HALSTEAD IN 1611, MIGHT BE FATHER OF THE 
CRYSTOVER BAPT. IN 1613--CAME ACROSS THE FOLLOWING ENTRY IN THE HALSTEAD BURIALS: 

 1615  Sep 25 CRESTOAFER CHOTT WAS BURIED 

THE PROBLEM NOW WAS TO DETERMINE WHICH CHRISTOPHER WAS BURIED, THE INFANT BAPT 
1613 OR THE ADULT WITNESS IN 1611.  ALSO, IF POSSIBLE, TO ESTABLISH (BY THE 
CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE OF NOT FINDING ANY OTHER CANDIDATE FOR THE FATHER OF 
CHRISTOPHER BAPT 1613 THAN THE CHRISTOPHER WHO WAS AN ADULT IN 1611. 

THEREFOR, OUR RESEARCHER RECHECKED THE HALSTEAD RECORDS (WHICH WERE VERY 
POORLY KEPT AND EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO READ) AND FOUND THE ENTRIES AS FOLLOWS: 

 1613  JUL 29 CRYSTOVER CHOTE THE 
 1615  SEP 25 CRESTOAFER CHOTT WAS BURIED 
THEN HE ANALYSES THESE RECORDS. THE FOLLOWING IS REPRODUCED FROM HIS LETTER: 
Unfortunately the baptism in 1613 of the "Crystover" does not give us any names of his parents to help us,  . 
As regards to the burial at Halstead of "Crestoafer" Chott in 1615 we have no idea who this is it could be an adult or 
a child, 
Here are the burial entries before the entry for our "Crestoafer" and some  after I will explain after. 

Halstead burials from the original registers 
*1615 Jul 25 Gregory Norfolk was buryed 
*1615 Jul' William Maskall was buryed 
*1615 Aug 4 Mr John Coggeshall gent buryed the
✝1615 Jul 8 John Norden the sone of Richard buryed 
*1615 Aug 18 Thomas Dygbye senyar buryed 
✝1615 Aug 25 John Battes the sone of William Bates was buryed 
*1615 Aug 26 Jo.e Batman Weedowe buryed 
✝1615 Sep 18 Margett Chapline the darter of Thomas Chaplin was buried
*1615 Sep xxiii (23) Alles Sparke was buryed the 
*1615 Sep xxvlh [25] Cresioafer Cholt was buryed 
*1615 Oct xvth [15] Susan Coakes? the wife of Willieyan Coakes? was buryed

Now looking at the above entries from their start I have indicated children by "✝" and adults by "*". So you can see 
that adults and children are shown differently ie the "✝" ones give daughter of or son of and the "*" show as just, 
William Maskall was buryed or Thomas Dygbye senyar was buryed. So working on this theory the burial entry for 
"Crestoafer" refers to an ADULT. The baptism in 1613 of Crystover does not give parents either so this could refer 
to an adult baptism but more unlikely. So what I am getting at is the possibility that we have a child baptism of a 
Crystover in 1613 and the burlal of an adult in 1615. This means the baptism in 1613 could be the Christopher that 
we found in Rivenhall having children but of course we have NO PROOF of this at all, and at the present time I 
can't see any chance of getting any. 

NEITHER CAN I, BUT INTUITION TELLS ME WE HAVE 3 CHRISTOPHERS IN A ROW IN ENGLAND AND 
A COUPLE MORE IN AMERICA. WHAT DO YOU THINK? 



CUNNE SHOTE 

In Newsletter /I 5 there was a picture of Cherokee warrior CUNNE SHOTE, painted in 1762. Bill F. 
Choate ( 617 S. Crest Dr., Chattanooga, TN 37404) called me to tell me that for years he has been a 
Indian history buff and he told me the complete story of CUNNE and he said he was confident that 
CUNNE was not actually a CHOTE ( CHOATE ) and after several stories, that have been sent to me, I 
agree with Bill. I feel this was just another II Choate Story ". 

Dee Baggett visited the Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, where the portrait of CUNNE hangs, and sent some 
pages from II Noble Cherokee Portrayals II by Paula Hall out of which I have excerpted the following 
concerning that protrait. 

" The individual Indian emerged as a subject of portraiture during the 18th century when leaders of 
powerful tribes were escorted across the Atlantic to visit London, the seat of English colonial power. In 
their quest for control of the New World, the English, French & Spanish pursued the allegiance of 
powerful Indian tribes for support and positions of military forts in their lands. Indian leaders were 
courted and transported to England to meet the ruling monarch and to experience the wonders of English 
civilization. 

As a record of these Indians' visits, professional portraitists drew or painted these noble chiefs. Notable 
among these portraitists at this time were Francis Parsons & Joshua Reynolds, who pictures were 
sometimes reproduced in mezzotint. 

In the early 1720's the Cherokees acknowledged complete loyalty to King George III of England and later 
Fort Loudon was built in the Cherokee Nation. Growing conflict among the English military & the 
Cherokees came to a climax in 1760 when a group of Cherokees who had been seized as hostages was 
killed. The Cherokees retaliated by capturing and destroying Fort Loudon. 

Lt. Henry Timberlake was sent to convince the Cherokees of the sincerity of the English desires for peace 
and friendship. On his visit three Cherokee chiefs, Ostenaco ( sometimes referred to as Mankiller ), 
Standing Turkey and Pouting Pigeon, were asked to return to London with him. On May 15, 1762 the ship 
sailed for England with the three Cherokee chiefs and an interpreter, William Shorey (great grandfather of 
John Ross). Unfortunately Shorey died of pneumonia during the passage to England, leaving the Indians 
without an interperter. 

The noble chiefs created quite a sensation in London upon their arrival. The St. James Chronicle 
described them as II tall, well-made men, dressed in their own country fashion with only a shirt, trowers, 
and mantle around them; their faces painted a copper colour, and their heads adorned with shells, feathers, 
ear rings and other trifling ornaments. II 

Portraits of the Cherokees were also made while the Indians toured the city. Reynolds painted a formal 
portrait of Ostenaco which he titled Syacust Ukak. For lack of an interpreter, this was the Englishman's 
understanding of the Cherokee words, Skiagusta Ustanach, meaning Chief Ostenaco. 

With much the same interpretation problem, Parsons title the portrait believed to be of Standing Turkey, 
CUNNE SHOTE. Since the colonists often wrote his name as "CUNNICATOGUE" they may have 
further abbreviated this spelling to read simply II CUNNI" and added the name of the town from which 
he came which was 
CHOTE. " 


