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September 1989

Dear Choate Cousins, 

First I want to thank those who sent me a Christmas card. I do appreciate them and did intend to write some" 
thanks", but seems I just can't keep on top of all the mail. Sometimes when a letter or two arrives I have some 
extra time to work on a certain line for someone and at other times I just have to put them in my " Letters to 
Answer" file and they may be lost there for months. 

I do want to mention some books that were sent to me. One was" DESHA Genealogy, a Survey", by DeWitt C. 
Nogues, 4106 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin, TX. 78756. This is 821 pages of records ·of the DESHA family and I 
would highly recommend it to anyone that has the name DESHA in their genealogy. 

Then I heard from J.C. & Betty Choate, Rt. 2, Box 156, Winona, MS 38967 and they sent me several books, 
which I have enjoyed very much. J.C. is a Church of Christ Missionary & he'& Betty have had many interesting 
experiences. Plus the books he has written Betty wrote" First Steps in Faith". 

I found it hard to put this book down. The story begins with their first trip as missionaries to Pakistan, India, etc. 
and it is a heartwarmiog story about a family, as well as a story of life in other countries. I think any of you would 
find it good reading. 

A letter of January 27th from J.C. said he returned from India on November 22 and would be leaving January 30 
for Africa & Asia, but Betty will be in Winona. Betty also sent a letter from " Chote General Union, Manipur " 
and I think I will just put this entire letter in this Newsletter. Proves we have CHOTES everywhere. 

Thanks to those of you that have written that you are enjoying the Newsletters and I would like to know what you 
like the most, or what you would like to see in them. As I mentioned before I cannot devote one to a certain 
family, but will try to include something of interest to everyone. 

Since I took up AARON CHOATE in the last Newsletter I intended to go with the name AUSTIN in this one, but 
since the majority of the people taking the Newsletter are descendants of ( SQUIRE ? ) THOMAS CHOATE,and 
there has been so much discussion about him, I decided to  work up a theory on him for this Newsletter. 

One other thing that I will mention. Since I started the first newsletter in Sept. 1988 it mixes up the years and 
some people write that they want them for a certain year. Also, some of you send extra money and state it is for 
future Newsletters or that the extra money is to help with postage or research. 

However, some just send extra money and then I am unsure just what they intend 
it for so I would appreciate it if you would state what you would like the extra money used for. Someone has 
made the suggestion, and I am taking that advise, that I send along the enclosed form. I think this will help me to 
keep my records in order and keep the money in the right pot. 

Hope this finds you all WELL & HAPPY and may 1990 be good to you all. 

Mrs. E. J. Williams, 16 Dawn Place, Jackson, TN 38305 ,Phone (901) 668-8933 

NOTE: Newsletter was scanned and reformatted. Individual page content remains the same.





RESEARCH

First, let me say that several of you have offered some help and I am sorry to say that I have not responded to 
the offers because I was not sure exactly how someone else could help unless they wanted to help with 
typing or making out group sheets or something of that order. 

Also was not sure that anyone would want to get involved in a line that was not their own as Nadine and I 
have. 

Will say now that a good way for someone to help is by sending for different records or reading some 
microfilm and things of that sort, but there again it might not be on their particular line. What I have decided 
to do is put a research page in the Newsletter and list some things that need to be done and then someone can 
volunteer. 

A case in point is the War of 1812 records of THOMAS CHOATE that Nadine sent for. See page" ONE 
PUZZLE SOLVED" and anyone could have done that because it is something you can do from your home. 

I have been pleased to have a newly interested Choate Cousin really get into the research area. She is Beverly 
J. Holmes, 3430 Cloverdale Ln.,Dallas, TX 75234. She is a graduate librarian and works at a community 
college library, which does not have books that would interest us, but she has access to the Dallas Public 
Library and has helped us out there. 

She is a descendant of JOHN F. CHOAT, born ca. 1803 in KY and lived in Johnson & Morgan Co.'s, Indiana 
and she is keeping the" mails" hot with requests from these counties and has come up with some very 
interesting tidbits, indicating that JOHN F. may be one of my favorite Choates, what I call"Choate 
Characters." 

She also helped me with another problem. Someone had sent me a couple of pages but  not what book 
they were from and they turned out to be from the book " Character Certificates in the General Land Office 
of TX " by G. White and she sent all of the pages in the beginning of the book and it explained that the 
General Land Office in Austin has files on these Character Certificates and the files are" alphabetically 
arranged & a personal name appears on a file folder. Each folder has been given a number. Both name and 
number may be helpful in asking for copies of the full document. " 

I am not sure if someone could send for these or if one would have to go to the Land Office in Austin 
personally, but I am going to list the men and their file number and anyone that is willing to do this can let 
me know. 

# 368-- DAVID CHOATE ( E) from LA, # 369 DAVID CHOATE ( S ), # 370 JOHN CHOATE ( E ), # 371 
MOSES L. CHOATE ( S ), # 372 REDMOND CHOATE ( S ), # 373 THOMAS CHOATE ( S). E for English 
& S for Spanish .. If the file is in Spanish that would mean we need someone that speaks Spanish for those 
files. 

I have no idea what the files contain or if they would help us in any way but Nadine and I feel that any 
TINY clue is worth the effort and may help to solve the puzzle. 

Nadine still has. Peter Nutt on the England research and will report when there is something concrete to 
report. 



ONE PUZZLE SOLVED 

THOMAS CHOATE, b. ca.1790 in GA, married NAOMI CHOATE in Maury Co., TN, 12 March 1816. 

We have known that this THOMAS served in the War of 1812 and I had information about the affidavits he had 
made in 1853 & 1854 but there was one big puzzle. Along with this information ( from the affidavits ) was this II 
He stated that his father and grandfather were both named CHRISTOPHER". 

Since this was all in one paragraph I assumed he had made this statement in one of the affidavits and this threw 
us. I discussed this several times with Nadine, by phone, and we just could not figure out how this could be .. 

This man is not an ancestor of mine or Nadines but we became' so involved & curious about it that she offered to 
send for his war records, which turned out to be 
a great deal of trouble, but after 3 attempts she determined to try " One Last Time" and they came and she send 
them on to me. Now that part of this puzzle 
is solved and we can say without any doubt: 

THESE RECORDS DO NOT CONTAIN ANYTHING ABOUT THE PARENTS OR GRANDPARENTS OF 
THOMAS. 

We were very happy to find this out because we had "racked" our brains over and over trying to figure this out 
and here were a few of the problems: 

CHRISTOPHER # 3 had a son CHRISTOPHER ( Jr. ) that of course could have been the father of this 
THOMAS .. However, he certainly was never any where near GA and indeed was in N.C. at the time this 
THOMAS was born. 

CHRISTOPHER ( Rev. Sol.) was running back and forth from S.C., GA etc in this time period.In my mind he is 
certainly the best candidate for the father of THOMAS. 

AARON CHOATE ( of Lawrence & McNairy Co's) is definitely, in my mind at least, is the father of either 
THOMAS or his wife NAOMI and I had figured that he was the father of NAOMI because I was thinking that the 
father of THOMAS was CHRISTOPHER. 

This would all work out very well, to this point, except that someone made the statement II THOMAS & NAOMI 
were first cousins " .... 

SEE THE PROBLEM HERE   ??   If AARON was the son of CHRISTOPHER # 3 ( and Nadine says she is 
convinced that he is and she feels that information about the AARON, b. 1740 is to vague to be considered ) then 
this AARON could not be a brother to CHRISTOPHER ( Rev. Sol.) since CHRISTOPHER # 3 would certainly 
not have named two sons CHRISTOPHER. 

I think if we can be sure of anything in this BIG PUZZLE OF CHOATES that is that CHRISTOPHER ( Rev. 
Sol. ) was not the son of CHRISTOPHER # 3. 

So we solve one puzzle but have another one and that is usually the case so you can see why we become cautious 
about putting these families together. The problem I have with my information is that I have no idea who said 
these two were first cousins. We don't know who their mothers were so could they have been siblings? or were 
they some sort of cousins other than first cousins ? 

SO EVEN THOUGH ONE PUZZLE IS SOLVED WE STILL HAVE SOME ..• I WOULD LIKE VERY MUCH 
FOR SOME OPINIONS ABOUT THIS SINCE NADINE AND I TRY VERY HARD BUT WE DO NOT HAVE 
ALL THE ANSWERS ...••... 



THOMAS-CHOATE 
b. 1788-1790 

THOMAS CHOATE
Son of CHRISTOPHER CHOATE ( Rev. Sol. ) ?? 
b. between 1786-1790 ( according to war & census records ). 
d. 20 April 1877 in Corinth ( Alcorn Co. ) Mississippi 
m. 12 March 1816 in Maury Co., TN to : 

NAOMI CHOATE
Daughter of AARON CHOATE ( my theory ..  ICW ) 
b. between 1800-1804 ( according to census records ) 
d. before 1840 ? 

CHILDREN

1. Female, born between 1815-1820 ( appears in his household 1820,30 & 40.) 
2. Female, born between 1815-1820 ( appears in his household 1820,30 & 40.)
 If these two females are daughters of THOMAS they were apparently married before 1850 and had died 
 by 1904. 
3. AARON CHOATE, b. ca. 1825 in Tennessee
4. MARGARET CHOATE, b. ca. 1826 in TN, d. before 1904.
5. JOHN CHOATE ( middle name may be KYLE? ), b. ca. 1828 in TN 
6. NANCY EMILY CHOATE, b. ca. 1830 in TN. 
7. DAVID CHOATE, b. ca. 1832 in TN. 
8. ANN ( PAULINE? ) CHOATE, b. ca. 1835 in TN. 
9. JONATHAN ROBERT CHOATE, b. 10 March 1837 in TN or MS, d. 27 February 1908
10. SARAH ( SALLIE) F. CHOATE, b. ca. 1840 in MS. 

My reasoning for feeling certain that AARON was the father of either THOMAS or NAOMI is the fact that they 
named their first son AARON and RICHARD, son of AARON named children; JOHN K., THOMAS, NANCY 
EMILY & SARAH. Also, THOMAS lived next door to AARON in Lawrence Co. in 1820 and both families were 
in McNairy Co. in 1830. 

THOMAS CHOATE served in the War of 1812 in Captain JOHN GORDON's TN Militia, Mounted Spies. He 
enlisted 17 December 1813 at Columbia, TN ( Maury Co.) and was discharged 14 April 1814. 

THOMAS made affidavit 23 June 1851 in McNairy Co., TN giving his age as 65 and declaring that he was a 
resident of Tishomingo Co., MS. 

He also made affidavit 27 March 1854 in Giles Co., TN giving his age as 65 again and declaring that he was a 
resident of McNairy Co., TN. 

He then made affidavit 5 January 1872 in Corinth ( Alcorn Co.,) MS giving his age as 75 or 76. We know this age 
has to be wrong, but just when he was born is hard to determine. 



CHRISTOPHER CHOATE
( Revolutionary Soldier ) 
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[Continued from Newsletter #3]

It is hard to determine the exact movements of CHRISTOPHER after he left South Carolina about 1788. He stated 
that he went to Davidson Co., TN, but I wonder if he spent some time in Georgia before going to TN. If the theory 
that I have about THOMAS CHOATE, born about 1790 in GA, being a son of this CHRISTOPHER then he 
would have been in GA about 1790. 

Dickson Co., TN Minute Book 1, p. 95--December 1805 mentions CHRISTOPHER CHOATE. Between 
1804-1814 we also find THOMAS, ISAAC, JOHN & AARON CHOATE in Dickson Co. 

Petition of Persons in the Congressional Reservation, asking for relief from the Legislature in 1812 Among the 
signers was: AARON, SQUIRE, JOHN R., JOSEPH & CHRISTOPHER CHOAT

Lawrence Co., TN Record Book B-1822-1826, page 50-- Friday, October 11, 1822 Ordered by the court that 
SALLY CHOAT, the wife of CHRISTOPHER CHOAT be put on 
the pore list and that the  certify the same. 

Note:This record certainly proves that a CHRISTOPHER had a wife named SALLY. After I had found this record 
in Lawrence Co. I spoke to Sid Cox , on the phone, and he said he believed this to be CHRISTOPHER ( Rev. 
Sol. ) and his wife Sally and in fact this was when he changed his mind about who the wife of this man was. It 
states " wife II so surely this was not a II widow II of a Christopher. 

Hardin Co., TN Record A, County Court Minutes 1820-1825 

Page 128--CHRISTOPHER CHOAT allowed $100 for compensation to keeping Mrs. CHOAT one year. A county 
allowance ( April Term 1823 ) 

Page 143-- CHRISTOPHER CHOAT shall be allowed not more than 33 1/3 dollars for keeping Mrs. CHOAT of 
this county for year of 1823 out of poor tax ( July Term) 

Page 259-- Ordered by the court that CHRISTOPHER CHOAT be allowed 33 1/3 dollars out of the poor tax 
( December 20, 1824 ). 

Note--Nadine says she doesn't think a man would be allowed compensation for keeping his wife, so is inclined to 
think this Mrs. CHOAT would be his mother and not the SALLY CHOAT mentioned in the Lawrence Co. record. 
I will admit it has me puzzled. Since we have found no other records of a CHRISTOPHER in this area I have 
never thought of this being two different men. 

Since McNairy Co. was formed in 1823 from Hardin Co. we have all assumed that CHRISTOPHER was one of 
the older men living with NICHOLAS CHOTE in the 1820 census of Hardin Co., TN and therefore deduce that 
this was one of his sons. 

Then in 1830 there is an older man living in McNairy Co., TN with JOHN R.CHOAT and it is thought that this 
would also be one of his sons. Both of these men is reported to have a daughter named SARAH and SALLY is a 
nickname for SARAH, so this leads to belief that their mother would be the SALLY, wife of CHRISTOPHER. 

NICHOLAS did not have an older female living with him in 1820 so I am inclined to think the father was living 
with one son and the mother with someone else and I find a female over 45 in the household of THOMAS 
CHOATE of Lawrence Co. in 1820 that would not be his wife, so I think he too might be a son of 
CHRISTOPHER & SALLY. He also named a daughter SARAH that was called SALLIE. 

ICW 



( SQUIRE? ) THOMAS CHOATE
( b. ca. 1747, d. 1778 )
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First, let me say that the only place I have seen this name used as SQUIRE THOMAS was in the article by 
Marvin Choate ( See Vol. 1, p. 109 of Choates of the South). Since then it has been used by many of us to identify 
this man, which is thought to be the father of my THOMAS KYLE CHOATE. 

Someone wrote to me recently to ask if I had made up my mind about who I thought was the parents of THOMAS 
KYLE and I stated that the facts were so scarce that we might never know. I AM NOW RETRACTING THAT 
STATEMENT. 

The facts are still the same but I will state here the mistake I have been making for years. Each time I would get 
out all this material and try to solve this problem I would get snowed under with old letters, different stories and 
finally I would throw up my hands because I could not make it all fit together to make any kind of sense, but 
finally after typing 5 pages of different statements and pointing out where I could prove much of it to be false, a 
little light went on in my head. 

I realized I could never put the puzzle together because the pieces did not fit, so I was trying to do the impossible. 
I was surprised that I had spent so many years trying to believe some of these II hand me down " stories' that had 
been passed down for several generations and distorted terribly in the process. 

As I sorted it all out I found much to be 100% wrong and I have documented proof of that and the rest was about 
90% wrong, so that left only about 10% that could possibly be true and that was throwing me off. It was at that 
point that I decided to ignore it all and stick to the facts only. 

With that I went back to what I have told many of you before and that was that I felt there was enough evidence to 
prove that THOMAS KYLE was a son of the THOMAS, that died in Washington Co., TN in 1778, and his wife 
ANN. 

The thing that threw me the most on all this was the fact that Sid seemed so certain that this ( SQUIRE) 
THOMAS was a brother to CHRISTOPHER ( Rev. Sol.) and the only place I can come up with where he got this 
was from the letters of JAMES RUFUS CHOATE stating that THOMAS KYLE was a cousin to the men that 
most believe to be the sons of CHRISTOPHER ( Rev. Sol.). 

If this were true then we know that ( SQUIRE ) THOMAS could not be a son of CHRISTOPHER # 3. Nadine has 
always felt that he was because of AUSTIN'S involvement in the estate of THOMAS in Washington Co., TN. 

All of this made us wonder , at times, if we were dealing with two different THOMAS' here. But I now feel that 
actually all these stories concern the same man and they are just distorted and Sid was doing the same thing I was. 
He was believing a part of the stories but knowing that mostly they were false. 

Sid wrote the following "The letters of J. RUFUS CHOATE need extremely careful evaluation. It is evident that 
he was very interested in his family and apparently had made some attempt to learn the family history. But the 
question arises: 
HOW MUCH CAN WE TRUST HIS MEMORY OR HIS SOURCES ?? His declaration that THOMAS WAS HIS 
FIRST AMERICAN ANCESTOR IS WRONG. Now if he was wrong about this, how much can we depend on 
what he has to say about the other matters ?? " 



( SQUIRE? ) THOMAS CHOATE
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I agree with Sid about the letters of JAMES RUFUS. JAMES R. stated that THOMAS married ELIZABETH 
KEETH in Ireland and that they were early settlers in VA and that THOMAS was killed by Tories at Old Fort 
Dinwiddie and that his wife died in VA. 

I have tried, unsuccessfully, to find out more about the marriage in Ireland. It was supposed to have taken place in 
1676 and be in the II Daughtery Letters",. but an attempt to find out about this from Vivian Daughtery got no 
answer. 

If this marriage date is correct we can be sure that a couple married in 1676 would not be the parents of THOMAS 
KYLE ( b. 1770-1775). Also, the couple' would have been married for 99.years by 1775 and THOMAS, killed by 
Tories, would not have been killed before that time. 

My thoughts on this is that THOMAS may have married an ELIZABETH KEITH ( KEETH) and she was the one 
from Ireland, but they would have met in VA and married there. Since his widow was listed as ANN in 
Washington Co., TN then can we assume that her name was ELIZABETH ANN KEITH ??? 

Certainly this THOMAS traveled too closely with the descendants of CHRISTOPHER of Maryland to be from a 
entirely different branch of CHOATES, which is what it would mean if he was from Ireland. 

Then MARVIN CHOATE, of Dickson Co., TN stated that THOMAS and his wife, ELiZABETH KEITH were 
living in the colony of S. C. when THOMAS was killed by the Tories. So this led me, as I am sure it did Sid, to a 
connection between this THOMAS and CHRISTOPHER ( Rev. Sol.). 

Sid stated that he had this story ( about THOMAS ) from two different sources that could not have known each 
other, but I now wonder if there was not some kind of contact between these two men. MARVIN CHOATE would 
have been 24 years of age when JAMES RUFUS died in 1913 and they could very well have written to each 
other. 

Of course, we know that THOMAS could not have been killed in S.C. & VA and since the records ( that we have 
been able to find of a THOMAS that died in that time period) was in Washington Co., TN I am ready to concede 
that this is where he was killed, or at least where he died. Mayor may not have been at the hands of the Tories. 
Such stories make interesting reading but are not always true. 

BRUCE CHOATE once wrote " this from some earlier data of MARVINS-- but it was somewhat "mixed up "--
starting off with CHRISTOPHER .. 1676 •. married ANN ARUNDEL, a county named for her in the colony of 
Maryland ". 

Of all the distorted stories this one II takes the cake" .. Anne Arundel Co., MD was formed in 1650 by about 
30,000 Purtians who because disgusted with the activities of the Church of England controlling VA and they left 
VA and went into Maryland. There is nothing to indicate who the county was named after and certainly no hint 
that CHRISTOPHER married such a person. 

So here again a story by MARVIN and as Sid said about JAMES R. " how much can we depend on what he has to 
say about other matters ?? 

Another story stated that THOMAS KYLE, SR. & ELIZABETH KEITH had son THOMAS KYLE, Jr. and there 
are no records listing this THOMAS as Sr. and I have only been able to find one record with THOMAS K. on it 
for our THOMAS KYLE. 



( SQUIRE? ) THOMAS CHOATE
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An even more distorted version of the story is from PATRICK CHOATE, son of JAMES RUFUS, which goes as 
follows" THOMAS KEITHLAND CHOATE and his brother, JOSEPH H. CHOATE came from Ireland in the 
1700's .. JOSEPH H. settled in Massachusetts and THOMAS K. came on to Maryland where Esq. EDWARD 
CHOATE ( my granddad ) was borned ... Granddad came on to Virginia and finally to Lawrence Co., TN where 
my dad, his brothers and sisters were borned. " 

This story is completely false ... SQUIRE EDWARD CHOATE was born in Lawrence Co., TN and his father 
THOMAS KYLE was probably born in VA. At least the family had left Maryland about 30 years before he was 
born. The name KEITHLAND he must have picked out of thin air. AND SO IT GOES ..... 

Along with all this I have other versions of who the brothers of THOMAS KYLE were, but at this point my 
opinion is a follows: 

( SQUIRE? ) THOMAS CHOATE, b. ca. 1747, d. 1778 
married ( ELIZABETH ? ) ANN     ( maybe a KEITH, HOLLIS or possibly SMITH).

CHILDREN:

1. JOSEPH, b. ca. 1768, md. JANE KNOX ( in Maury Co., TN in 182Q ) 
2. SQUIRE, b.  1770, md. REBECCA OWEN SMITH (in Maury Co., TN-in-1820) 
3. SARAH , b. ca. 1772, md. JOHN J. MORRIS  (in Maury Co., TN in 1820) 
4. THOMAS KYLE, b. ca. 1773 , md. ELIZABETH RENFRO (in Maury Co., TN 1820)
5. JOHN, b. ca. 1775, md. ELEANOR RENFRO ( in Dickson Co., TN in 1820 ) 

Possibly a son JAMES could be added to this list ???? 

SQUIRE, JOSEPH, THOMAS & JOHN were all involved in land transactions in Robertson & Montgomery 
Counties, TN concerning land granted to JAMES HOLLIS and sold to ANN CHOATE. Certainly making it 
appear there is some connection. 

Then in 1820 we have JOSEPH, SQUIRE & THOMAS In Maury Co., ( where an early map of land in Maury Co. 
shows a large section of land owned by the" Choate brothers" ). They all were in Dickson Co. for a while and 
JOHN remained there until he died. 

SARAH & SQUIRE were both married in 1792 in Davidson Co., TN 

SQUIRE named sons: JOHN, JOSEPH ( possibly THOMAS ) & daughter SARAH.

THOMAS named sons: JOHN, JOSEPH PETER, JAMES, SQUIRE & Daus. SARAH & PRUDENCE

JOHN named sons: JOHN, JOSEPH, PETER, JAMES, SQUIRE, THOMAS & dau. PRUDENCE

There is one puzzle here ( and I guess there always has to be one ) and that is why none of these people named a 
daughter ANN. Of course, I do not know the names of SARAH's children and there is a bit of a question about the 
children of JOSEPH. 

THOMAS KYLE did name a daughter NANCY and strange as it seems NANCY was a nickname for ANN at one 
time. And it is possible that some of the others girls had ANN as a second name, not listed in any records. 

FOR THE MOMENT THIS IS MY BEST GUESS ABOUT THIS THOMAS CHOATE. 
Irene Choate Williams 


