
CHOATES OF THE SOUTH--NEWSLETTER # 2 
March 1989 

First I would like to comment on the response to the first Newsletter. In numbers it was not that great since I heard 
from less than one third of those I mailed to. However I was pleased with all the nice letters I received and the 
encouragement to carryon. So I will continue as long as there is an interest.   

Also wish to thank those that sent extra money and a BIG THANKS especially to W. Lee Choate of Austin, TX 
for a VERY generous donation to the project. The project will include the Newsletters ( March & September ) and 
more research where Nadine and I can see a need. The England research is still going on and I will report  
now and then on the developments. Nadine feels we should leave no stone unturned over there and I agree.  

1. INTERESTING TIDBITS ( 1 page )-- Will include this in each Newsletter.  

2. EARLY GENERATIONS OF THE SOUTH, by Irene Choate Williams (3 pages )  

3. CHART OF CHILDREN OF CHRISTOPHER # 2 AND THEIR CHILDREN, b. ICW ( 1 page)  

7. IN REMEMBRANCE ( 1 page )--Remembering some of our departed CHOATE COUSINS.  

8. SID'S LETTERS (1 page )-- Sid Cox wrote such interesting letters that I wanted ,:0 share them. Anyone that 
has one such letter to share please send to me.  

9. TEXAS CHOATES (1 page )-- This article is about JAMES MONROE CHOATE, the Texas trail driver, who 
was a very interesting man. Charlotte Nichols, of Kenedy, TX (not of CHOATE descent, but very interested in the 
families of Karnes Co., TX) has sent me copies of all the CHOATE information from Karnes Co. and also sent 
copies from all the books about the CHOATES.  

One other thing that she sent was a newspaper article of " JAMES MONROE CHOATE, SOUTHWEST'S 
BENEFACTOR ". The copy was very bad and long ( with small print) and I spent the better part of two weeks 
trying to read and type this article. It contains 12 typed pages, so will be too long to put in a Newsletter, but I can 
copy and mail for my costs .. about $1.50.  

ARTICLES TO APPEAR IN NEXT NEWSLETTER  

1. OLD LETTERS -- Beginning with a letter written in 1857 by JOHN K. CHOATE to his father RICHARD 
CHOATE, of Lawrence Co., TN.  

2. SUMMARY OF THE EARLY CHOATES ( 4th generation in America )-- I probably will have these in 
alphabetical order, so will begin with AARON CHOATE and give a rundown on what I know and what I think 
about a particular man and my reasons for placing them on the chart as I did.  
Along with these I will continue with INTERESTING TIDBITS and probably some of the subjects of this 
Newsletter, as space allows.  

CAN YOU HELP ??? -- Does anyone have a copy of the affidavit by THOMAS CHOATE of the War of 1812. He 
is supposed to have stated that his father & grandfather were both named CHRISTOPHER .. I would like very 
much to see a copy of that.  

Irene Choate Williams,    16 Dawn Place, Jackson,TN ( Phone ( 901) 668-8933  

NOTE: Newsletter was scanned and reformatted. Individual page content remains the same. 



INTERESTING TIDBITS 

KENNETH R. CHOATE, 6105 South 221st E. Ave, Broken Arrow, OK 74014 sent this 
copy to me. He is not a descendant of the GEORGE WASHINGTON CHOATE ( article in last Newsletter ) but he 
found it interesting and wanted to share the above with all of us .. It shows a place named CHOATE in Indian 
Territory in 1895. ANYONE KNOW WHERE THIS WOULD BE LOCATED TODAY???  

**** 
BERNIECE CHOATE HERRIN, 424 W. Douglas Dr., Midwest City, OK 73110 is pappy to report that she has 
located the grave of SQUIRE EDWARD CHOATE. It i~ on a part of his plantation in Knoxville, AR. Marker has 
S.E. CHOATE.  

**** 
MARGARET BROWN COPPINGER, Grassy Ridge Rd., Beersheba Springs, TN 37305 is unhappy to report that 
the cabin built about 1805 by ISHAM DYKES ( husband of PRUDENCE CHOATE ) was to be torn down and 
the logs and chimney stones moved to another location. She hoped to get a picture of it before they started tearing 
it down and if she sends me a copy I will try to copy it for a Newsletter. This is in Grundy Co., TN.  

**** 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SENIOR CITIZENS  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to MCLIN S. CHOATE ( 200 Linden Dr. ,f'anville, VA' 24541 ) who celebrated his 93rd 
birthday on 16 February 1989. MCLIN is son of JOSEPH PORTER CHOATE & CASSA CLIFTON RUCKER, a 
grandson of JOSEPH CASWELL CHOATE & MARTHA KIRKHAM and a great-grandson of SQUIRE 
CHOATE ( of Maury Co.,TN ) & REBECCA OWEN SMITH.  

LOIS J. CHOATE ( Mrs. HOYT) 510 No. Brookside ,Apt. 18, Little Rock, AR 72205  
wrote that she is now 83 years of age, but I do not know her exact birthdate.  
HOYT CHOATE'S ancestor was EDWARD CHOATE of Franklin Co., VA. & Robertson Co. ,TN.  

**** 
PLEASE SEND ME YOUR INTERESTING TIDBITS  
FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER - - - -  

P.S.  A FAMILY REUNION is held each year on the 4th Sunday of June by the descendants of SQUIRE 
EDWARD CHOATE IN Calumet, OK. For more information contact H. W. CHOATE P.O. Box 225,Calumet, OK 
73014 or Mrs. Robert F. Russell, 2140 S.W. 82nd St., Oklahoma City, OK 73159.  



EARLY GENERATIONS OF CHOATES OF THE SOUTH  

1st Generation: CHRISTOPHER CHOATE ( Arrived in Maryland in 1676 )  
   ( Believed to be the son of CHRISTOPHER & JANE of Rivenhall Parish    
England, that was baptized 4 September 1642 ).  

2nd Generation:  1.  CHRISTOPHER CHOATE ( #2 ) md. FLORA ( HAWKINS ? )  
   2.  EDWARD CHOATE ( #1) md. CONSTANT  _  

3rd Generation: Children of CHRISTOPHER & FLORA ( HAWKINS) CHOATE 
    1. AUSTIN ( AUGUSTINE) b. 1716, d. 1740 
    2. CHRISTOPHER ( # 3 ) b. 1720 
    3. RICHARD b. 1722 
    4. MARY b. 1724 
    5. SABRET ( ZABRIT ) b. 1730 
  
In 1749 the three remaining sons of CHRISTOPHER ( # 2 ) appear in the Lunenburg Co., VA tax lists and from 
this point it is difficult to sort out the families due to the lack of records that actually prove conclusively what 
family a man' belongs in and the fact that so many of the names are the ,same.  

Nadine and I are convinced that all the CHOATES of the South descend from the three brothers ; 
CHRISTOPHER # 3, RICHARD & SABRET and I have often thought that each of them named a son 
CHRISTOPHER, after their father, and feel certain that they each named a son AUGUSTINE ( AUSTIN) after 
their deceased brother.  

So this leaves us with several men of the same name born in the same time period and with the exception of 
CHRISTOPHER # 3 there are no records ( that we have been able to uncover ) that prove who the sons of these 
men were. Without documented proof this leaves us to use circumstantial evidence and tradition and it has been 
my experience that" hand me down" information has to be used with GREAT caution.  

Someone wrote to me recently and stated that he had no idea there were so many CHOATES with the same name 
when he started his research and I think that is what has caused a lot of confusion and wrong information to be in 
circulation. A person sees the name CHRISTOPHER ( for instance ) and right away thinks that is the man he is 
looking for, not being aware that there are others of that name born in the same time period. With so many settling 
in the same areas only adds to the confusion.  

A very good example of this is the CHRISTOPHER ( Rev. Soldier) of McNairy Co. He was born in 1750 and by 
many researchers was given the wife PRUDENCE when in fact it was another CHRISTOPHER that was married 
to PRUDENCE and this can certainly be proven conclusively. Then we have three DAVIDS in the 1850 census all 
aged 18.  

With all this in mind I have hesitated to " go out on a limb " and express my views on how the early generations 
line up and this is why my books consisted of documented proof only and even there it was records that I had 
personally seen or had copies of the originals sent to me by a researcher ( such as the records of Maryland ).  

For about 20 years Nadine and I have tossed these early CHOATES back and forth, guessed and changed our 
minds and guessed again. I guess this is to our credit because they say "A wise man changes his mind but a fool 
never does ".  In some cases the problem was that we could just not get on the same "wave length" and agree on 
some of the lines.  

However, with the Newsletter in mind I decided I would take a stab at putting the 4th generation together.  



EARLY GENERATIONS OF CHOATES OF THE SOUTH  
Page 2  

The first thing I did was read & reread all of Nadines letters and my answers to those letters. They proved to me 
that I would like to have back all the letters I have written because I could see that some of the theories I had 
passed along were wrong. Also I saw where we were satisfied that we had a man in the right family and was going 
to rest on that only to find another record that proved us wrong.  

I say this only to let everyone know that out there somewhere there may be something to prove this theory wrong. 
We still hope that something will turn up that we have not seen and have discussed some records that should be 
searched, by the page, because in so many cases you cannot depend completely on an index. This is a time 
consuming job and not many want to tackle it, but if anyone out there is interested I could tell them some records 
that could be searched.  

I have talked with NadineJ hours this week and she agrees that the theory I am going to present sounds right to 
her and in some cases agree with ideas she has had for years. I will add here that I have some reservations where 
the CHRISTOPHER #3 is concerned, so will give both our views and" YE PAYS YER MONEY AND TAKES 
YER CHOICE ".  

CHRISTOPHER CHOATE # 3 .. We know that he was born in 1720 so could have certainly had children as early 
as 1740. Nadine does not feel he was married in 1742 because of the deed record in MD ( p. 12, vol. 1 ) where 
CHRISTOPHER #2 & CHRISTOPHER, Jr. ( #3 ) sold property and FLORA ( wife of # 2 ) relinquished her 
dower rights, but no wife of CHRISTOPHER, Jr. ( #3 ) signed.  

I wonder a little about this because CHRISTOPHER #2 bought the land himself so I really can't figure out why 
CHRISTOPHER, Jr. (# 3) would be involved in the sale at all. But even with this in mind we could say that 
CHRISTOPHER #3 had children by 1743.  

The Washington Co., Tn records prove without a doubt that CHRISTOPHER H 3 had a son AUSTIN, who had a 
brother named DAVID and an AARON posted bond, with AUSTIN, for DAVID making it appear that he too was 
a son of CHRISTOPHER #3. But at this point we cannot be sure the ages of these three sons .. Someone has sent 
me some material on an AARON that was supposed to have been born about 1740 and Nadine &  
I have estimated the birthdate of AUSTIN to be about 1747-48 and of course it could be earlier.  

Then we have the Washington Co., Tn deed record that lists" heirs of CHRISTOPHER" as AUSTIN, ISAAC, 
CHRISTOPHER , MOSES , AARON CHOATE & JOSEPH HALE. Nadine has always felt that these were sons 
of CHRISTOPHER #3, but I have always had some question in my mind about this. DAVID is not mentioned and 
we know that he was a son of #3. By 1810 ( when this particular CHRISTOPHER died) DAVID was long gone, 
but then so was AARON ( if this is the AARON, b. 1760-1770 ) of Lawrence Co., TN, who was in MS Territory 
in 1810.  

There has always been enough question in my mind to wonder if this could be CHRISTOPHER ( #4 ) son of 
CHRISTOPHER #3, that was born about 1750 ( or earlier) not to be confused with the CHRISTOPHER, of 
McNairy. This CHRISTOPHER is with his father in the 1790 census of N.C. with no children listed. This leads 
Nadine to believe he did not have any children, but he would have been at least 40 years of age and could have 
had children that were away from home at that time ..  

Since the AUSTIN CHOATE that settled deed dispute in Washington Co. was living in Jackson Co., TN in 1838 
he would appear to be the one born about 1783 so would not be the son of CHRISTOPHER#3. And yet he is 
named as " Heir of CHRISTOPHER".  

EARLY GENERATIONS OF CHOATES OF THE SOUTH  



Page 3 

In case you are completely confused by now let me just say that Nadine is convinced that CHRISTOPHER #3 
was the man that had the “Heirs, AUSTIN, ISAAC, CHRISTOPHER ( would be Jr., #4 ), MOSES, AARON & 
daughter that married JOSEPH HALE.”  

She also thinks he had a son DAVID ( not mentioned in deed record ) and probably son THOMAS, that died 
inWashington Co. in 1778. I have used her theory, all except THOMAS, on the chart.  

But do want to add that I still think it is possible that CHRISTOPHER #3 had sons AUSTIN, DAVID, AARON & 
others and that his son CHRISTOPHER, Jr. (# 4 ) that was born at least by 1750 could be the man that had the 
"Heirs AUSTIN, ISAAC, CHRISTOPHER, MOSES, AARON, and daughter that married JOSEPH HALE". 

I want to keep an open mind about all this and would encourage all of you that are interested to study the 
Washington Co., TN records in my book and see what you come up with. ALL OPINIONS APPRECIATED ...  

Summary of Washington Co., TN Deeds 

In Nov. 1784 the two CHRISTOPHERS was issued land entry # 1249 & entry #2780. They lived on these two 
entries and in August 1787 they both bought land adjoining where they lived. So at this point we have the two 
men as such: One living on entry 1249 and buying entry # 2779 ( adjoining # 1249 ), and One living on entry 
#2780 and buying entry #2781 ( adjoining # 2780 )  

AUSTIN owned land ( issued in 1783 ) that adjoined entries # 1249 & 2779, so this puts him living next to one or 
the other of these CHRISTOPHERS, either his brother or his father. (Vol. 1, p.69 of Choates of the South ).  

In August 1788 the two men sold the property where they lived and kept the two pieces that adjoined their 
property. Then in August 1792 CHRISTOPHER & wife PRUDENCE, of Buncombe Co. ,N.C. sold entry # 2779. 
This proves that the man that owned entries # 1249 & 2779, adjoining AUSTIN'S property, was the 
CHRISTOPHER that was married to PRUDENCE.  

I should have mentioned that after selling their home places the two CHRISTOPHERS moved to N.C., where they 
appear in 1790 census as well as other records. They are listed as CHRISTI SHOAT & CHRISTI SHOAT, Jr.  

I should have mentioned that another entry # 851 was sold by CHRISTOPHER in November 1788. But the land 
that we are interested in is the entry # 2781 . It belonged to the CHRISTOPHER that was not married to 
PRUDENCE and was land that was not adjoining AUSTINS. In January 1810 AUSTIN sold his property and in 
February 1810 he sold entry # 2781 that belonged to CHRISTOPHER.          AND HERE IS WHERE THE 
PROBLEM STARTS.  

He sold it to THOMAS POTEET and it appears all was well until THOMAS POTEET tried to sell it to JOHN 
WHEELOCK in 1837 and apparently POTEET could not give him a clear title. So JOHN WHEELOCK sued the 
"Heirs of CHRISTOPHER CHOTE ( named above )" and in 1838 AUSTIN, of Jackson Co., TN settled the deal 
with JOHN WHILLOCK.  

Now this is where I have always been VERY CONFUSED . The AUSTIN in Jackson Co. in 1838 would certainly 
be the one born about 1783 so would not be the one that bought land in 1783 and he could not be a son of 
CHRISTOPHER # 3, therefore he would not even be a brother to CHRISTOPHER # 4.   SO WHY WOULD HE 
BE THE ONE SELLING THAT PROPERTY ????   He would not be a son of CHRISTOPHER #4 because he 
would have been listed as under 16 in the 1790 census. Nadine feels he is the son of AUSTIN, Sr ... MORE 
ABOUT THIS IN ANOTHER NEWSLETTER .. ANY IDEA OUT THERE ????  

          Irene Choate Williams  



CHRISTOPHER CHOATE # 2 
See Newsletter #5, and #20 for an update/correction to this table 

PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THIS IS MY THEORY AND BASED ON CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE & 
THERE IS MORE THAN A LITTLE ROOM FOR ERROR .... 

While preparing this chart I have changed it three times and in fact have been moving the men around like 
checkers and finally decided on this theory. I have tried to sort out all the men born in the time frame for the 4th 
generation and place them with one of the three sons of CHRISTOPHER #2 and must admit I could present a 
good case for some of them belonging in two different families. Nadine feels that THOMAS ( d. 1778 ) was a son 
of CHRISTOPHER #3 and he could very well be and if he is then I suspect that EMANUEL would belong in that 
family as well.  

Since I feel that THOMAS is my ancestor I have tried very hard to figure out where he belongs, but have never 
completely satisfied myself about which man was his father. We also have an EDWARD that was in Washington 
Co., TN records early and if he is not the one in Surry Co. then we have another EDWARD that would have to fit 
into CHRISTOPHER #3 's family, if I am correct about the one in RICHARD's family.  

SO THE QUESTIONS REMAIN -- This is why I have used the question marks. The birthdates are approximate 
but I feel that they are within 5 or so years of being correct. The best I can do is work up a summary on each of 
these men and give my ;reasoning : and from that point it will be up to each of you to decide if you accept my 
theory or if you have one you would like to present. I would like to encourage everyone to carefully study all the 
records on these men ( contained in my books The Choates of the South ) and present your own theory and I will 
include those along with my own in future Newsletters.  
          
        Irene Choate Williams 

CHRISTOPHER CHOATE #3  
b. 1720, d. before 1810

RICHARD CHOATE 
b. 1722

SABRET (SABERT) 
b. 1730 

1. Austin (b ca. 1748) 
(1810 Jackson Co., TN

AUGUSTINE ? ( b. ca. 1742 ?) 
(to KY from VA )

ISOM ? ( b. 1750-1755 7 )  
( to Burke Co., N.C. ) 

2. CHRISTOPHER, Jr. I#4 ( b. 1750 ?)
( 1790 in N.C. census)

EDWARD ? ( b. ca. 1744 ?) 
( to Robertson Co.,TN from VA )

AUGUSTINE ? ( b. 1752-1755) 
 ( to South Carolina ) 

3. JOHN -7 (b. ca. 1752 ? ) 
( 1776 Natchez Dist. MS )

THOMAS ? ( b. ca. 1747 ) 
( d. 1778 Washington Co. TN )

EDWARD ? ( b. 1755-1765 )  
( to Surry Co., N.C. )

4. DAVID ( b. ca. 1754 ) 
( 1784 Natchez Dist. MS )

CHRISTOPHER ? ( b. 1750 ) Rev. Sol. 
( to S.C. etc. d. McNairy Co., TN)

SABRET, Jr. ( b. 1755-1765)  
( Ashe Co., N.C. ) 

5. MOSES ( b. ca. 1757 ? ) 
 ( 1810 MS Terr. )

GREENBERRY ? ( b. 1751 ) Rev. Sol. 
( to Illinois )

SABRA ( daughter married  
DAVID DICKERSON )

6. ISAAC ( b. ca. 1760 ? )  
(                  )

EMANUEL ? ( b. ca. 1753 ?) 
( c. ca. 1779-1780 7? )

7. AARON ( b. ca. 1762 ? ) 
 ( 1810 MS Terr.)  

BENJAMIN  ? ( b. ca. 1755 ) 
 (                    )

8. Daughter md. JOSEPH HALE



IN REMEMBRANCE  

JAMES DONALD CHOATE, of El Paso & Beebe, AR, died 21 January 1987 . Several years ago Don had a 
stroke and had made excellent progress in recovering, but apparently it had left him with a weak heart and he had 
a fatal heart attack while walking up a hill at his home.  

Don will be greatly missed by all of CHOATE researchers and especially by me because he was the one that really 
got me started. Don's dad and my grandfather were brothers, but I had never met Don until the fall of 1967 ( if 
memory serves me correctly). At that time I was involved in research on the family of my mother and my brother 
suggested that I start on the CHOATE line, so while visiting AR ( I lived in MI at that time) an aunt gave me 
Don's address and told me that he was involved in CHOATE research.  

I stopped and had a lovely visit with he and his family and caught the II CHOATE Clan Digging Fever II right 
there. At that time he, SID COX & RICHARD CHOATE were actively researching the CHOATES and he shared 
what he had with me and that put me on the road looking for more & more & over 20 years later I am still 
looking.  

DON was born 20 April 1925 in Searcy, AR. He was the son of JAMES ALVIN CHOATE & LELA 
( CALHOUN) CHOATE.  

NOTE- While thinking of Don it made me think of others that I have corresponded with, concerning CHOATE 
research, that have passed away and decided that I would mention them here and hereafter would like to keep this 
list current so please keep me posted on deaths in your families.  

ZADA ( CHOATE) FONTAINE, of Arlington, VA ( b. May 1886, d. ?? after 1970 ). 
MARVIN CHOATE, of Dickson Co., TN (b. 1889, d. ?? after 1970 ).  
ORLEAN CHOATE, of Oklahoma City, OK ( b. 31 October 1914, d. 26 April 1974 ). 
LILLIAN ( CHOATE) DELL, sister of ORLEAN ( b. 9 September 1900, d. 27 Nov .. 1987).  
Mrs. HUGH CHOATE, of Sparta, N.C. ( b. 17 February t912, d. March 1978 ).  
MARY MARGARET ELLIOTT, of Eugene, OR ( b. 1911, d. March 1978 ).  
SID COX, of College Station, TX ( b. 13 December 1910, d. 11 October 1980 ).  
VERNA ALLEN CHOATE, of OK ( b. 19 February 1909, d. 8 June 1983 ).  
THOMAS ABR~HAM CHOATE, of Calumet, OK ( b. 8 August 1901, d. 21 March 1985 ).   
CHARLES NEBEKER CHOATE, Nadine Perkes father, ( b. 14 December 1900, d. 1 February 1986 ).'    
  
NOTE-- I will add that I did not correspond with a couple of the above, but was notified by someone in the family 
when they passed away. Next I want to mention the Newsletters that were returned, hopefully these people just 
moved and I would APPRECIATE A NEW ADDRESS FOR THE FOLLOWING. 
  
Lillian Choate, of Albion, NE ( letter was marked Deceased )  
William Burns Choate, Rock Hill, S.C. ( someone did say he too had passed away) Mr. C. E. Childers, 3815 
Mission Hills Rd., Northbrook, IL 60062  
Mr. Algie K. Choate, 4141 Woodlawn Dr. # 10, Nashville, TN 37205  
Bill W. Choate, Rt. 2, Box 205, Grain Valley, MO 64029  
Vivian E. Daugherty, 9405 Mixon, Apt. 212, Dallas, TX 75220  
Pearl L. Denman, 8052 S. 134th St., Seattle, WA 98178  
Mrs. O.H. Gamble, 1523 Elmwood Dr., Fayetteville, AR 72701  
Mrs. James Martin, 750 E. Rialto Ave., Sp. 20, Rialto, CA 92376 
Dowell D. Youngblood, 1318 14th Street, Huntsville, TX 77340  



SID'S LETTERS  

First letter to Don Choate from Sid Cox, 8 October 1962  

I became interested in the Choate family a good many years ago. Indeed I became so interested that I married a 
half-Choate and now have two little quarter-Choate's of my own.  

We have found members of the family to be all kinds, some poor, some well-to-do, some just ordinary average 
folks like us : some have been farmers, some ranchers, some cattlemen and trail drivers, some teachers, some 
preachers, some doctors, some politicians in other words, they have followed in just about every walk of  
life.  

The first 100 to 200 years they were in the forefront of everything. One of them  
built the first cabin, in 1821, where the city of Houston now stands; a whole batch of them were in Texas in time 
for the Revolution; they were being born in Louisiana almost as soon as the ink had dried on the paper that 
transfered it to the U.S.  

Richard was getting married in Vicksburg when it hardly amounted to a village; James Monroe swam a thousand 
head of steers across the Mississippi River where it was a mile wide and 40 ft. deep; four years later he drove a 
herd all the way to Iowa from Karnes Co., TX; J.S. didn't own his own nose. They were quite a tribe and like all 
tribes there was an occassional rascal, it appears, but for the most part they were an unusual family.  

In 1819 Moses Choate (William Moses L. Choate) son of Christopher, of McNairy was wrecked off the coast of 
Texas on Redfish Bar and in company with a man named Pettus escaped from the wreck and built a shack 
somewhere in the neighborhood of where Houston now stands. I've long thought that he was a scout sent out by 
the Choate family for Thomas, one of the LA Choates settled at Harrisburg and Christopher one of Moses brothers 
moved into the Nacagdoches area.  

They were a great group !!! I can see why America was such a lusty pioneer nation. These men make me think of 
me before I went and got civilized .. When I think about them I get that bulgy sensation under my skin .. I came of 
pretty solid lines, but many of the Choate boys were the real half-horse, half-alligator, don't cut-til-you-can-smell 
their halitosis people ... "  

**** 

NOTE--For those of you who never had the pleasure of talking to or corresponding with Sid you can see why I do 
so wish that he had lived to write the book on the Choates of Texas. He knew the Texas Choates better than 
anyone else probably ever will and he certainly had a gift for story telling, so we Choates certainly lost a treasure 
when Sid passed away much too early in life. I will be including more of his letters and excerpts from his letters 
in future Newsletters.  

As my husband & I watched the TV mini-series" Lonesome Dove" I told him that Sid could have written just such 
a story about the Choates and at the end they mentioned some books about cowboys and one was co-authored by 
none other than a Julian Ernest Choate, Jr. DOES ANYONE HAVE ANY IDEA WHO HE IS ????  

Sid was married to Dawn Young, a descendant of JAMES MONROE CHOATE and he was a Texas trail driver 
and several books have write ups about him, as well as pictures. Some lady in Karnes Co. has sent me copies from 
all the books and all the material she has found on the Choates in Karnes Co. The pictures do not copy well, but I 
will include some of the sketches, since I think most of you will find him a very interesting man.   

  ICW  



JAMES MONROE CHOATE  

      J. M. CHOATE.  

" Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade of the West & Southwest ",by Joseph G. McCoy  
Page 17-- Has a picture of J.M. CHOATE . :Page 17 -18  
But perhaps no more appropriate personal sketch of a genuine Texas ranchman could  
be presented than that of J.M. CHOATE, a Tennesseean by birth, but a Texan of twenty eight years residence, is 
perhaps as true a specimen, both in appearance and manner of life, of the patriarchal ranchman and drover 
combined as could be presented. His broad, high forehead, open frank countenance, full grown, untrimmed and 
unshaven beard, mark him as a genuine frontiersman, one accustomed to untold privations and hardships; yet one 
to whom no phase of frontier life has either terror or trials that he would fear to face or shrink from enduring. He 
is a close observer of transpiring events. an unerring reader of human countenances and character. A man whose 
sincere aim is to do right with his fellow man. one who suffers in heart when the people of his state are outraged 
or are made to endure unjust impositions. Although upon the shady side of life yet he is well preserved; hale and 
robust and as fond of fun and jollity. a good joke or a laughable story. as are those many years his juniors.  
Such are briefly the characteristics of J.M. CHOATE, of Helena. Texas, who has spent the entire time that he has 
lived in Texas upon a farm and stock ranch. Since the war he has devoted his time and energies to the live stock 
business. He was a drover of '66. and one of those who wended their way into Iowa with their herds. but he did 
not admire northern driving. regarding it as too precarious-- too uncertain, not to say dangerous to life and limb. 
So in '67 and '68 he turned his herds toward New Orleans; but the following year a better report of the prospect 
north reached him and hither he has annually driven from one to eight thousand head of cattle, and generally sold 
them upon the prairie in preference to shipping. There he feels at  
home and knows just what he is doing.  
Mr. CHOATE owns a ranch of about fifteen hundred acres upon which, and adjoining outlying Government lands. 
he keeps about three thousand cattle and five hundred horses. To his live stock interest he looks for his money and 
when he can sell at home for satisfactory prices prefers to do so, but when the home buyer fails to come he does 
not hesitate to outfit one or more herds and drive them on his own account.  


